April 2017

Dear Beloved Saints,
As we approach holy week and the festival of Easter, we’re reminded of the death Jesus
died for the world and His bodily resurrection in which we share and will be perfected on the
Last Day. Until then, we live in the certain hope of the resurrection: a hope that goes beyond
the mere human hope that yearns for a possibility, because Christian hope lies in the very hands
of God and His certain saving work. Hence, Paul writes that our heavenly Father “raised from
the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up on account of our trespasses and raised for the
sake of our justification.” (Rom 4:25). Jesus died because of our sins, and He was raised so that
we might live a life justified; that is, so that we might live a life being declared innocent of sin
and no longer under the accusing lordship of sin.
This is truly a divine revelation! That one man willingly took upon Himself all sin for all
time so that we might be saved from condemnation is a truth that had to be revealed, because
our corrupted reason cannot arrive at such a divine truth. We could never imagine such a
saving grace, and even if we did, we would still wonder what strings were attached. For
example, if somebody suddenly gave you the whole world, wouldn’t you immediately think that
somebody expects something in return?! But God does not want nor need anything in return…
He has done it all and He freely gives all things needful! His Spirit gives us the faith to
approach Him with the open hands of a beggar and simply receive the inestimable gift that His
Son won for us. And what Christ has won for us is life, which is who He is (Jn 1:4; 14:6) as
given by His Father (Jn 5:26; 6:57). The life that Christ gives to us is not eternal life in contrast
to our physical life, but eternal life encompassing the physical life… this is why Jesus was
resurrected in the body and why we, too, will be resurrected in the body! God’s eternal life
includes our bodies that were created by Him as “very good” (Ge 1:31; cf. 1 Ti 4:4). And so we
confess “the resurrection of the body” and we “look for the resurrection of the dead,” because
we know that God’s purposes are fulfilled in the bodily resurrection that partakes of eternal life

with God. Our hope is certain because “in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor 15:20)—Christ was the first to be raised with
a perfected body, and we in faith shall follow.
As Lent draws to a close we enter holy week in penitence, singing praise at Jesus’
triumphal entry, recalling His suffering for our sins, finally rejoicing in His magnificent
resurrection in which we share! And in Jesus’ resurrection the Father announces His Son’s
perfect obedience, “obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross” (Phil 2:8). The life
and death of Jesus are vindicated by His Father, proving that God accepted the one sacrifice for
sins on our behalf… and Jesus was “raised for the sake of our justification.” The resurrection of
Jesus is a beautiful truth makes us receive every Sunday as a little Easter rather than Easter as a
big Sunday, because in Christ we live eternally. We live not just “everlasting” as in a duration
of time, but “eternally” as one with God who is life! Brothers and sisters, rejoice in Christ’s
resurrection this Easter season and embrace the certain hope of your resurrection on the Last
Day.
In Christ,

Pastor Greg
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Just One Quarter
Trinity/HOPE is a ministry that feeds hungry children in
Christian schools throughout Haiti. Although we feed over
22,500 meals each day, we can never forget that each
individual child is incredibly special and can be impacted by
just one quarter. It's so cool when God uses the love of a
child to teach us how to make a difference.
This little guy is Connor and below is a conversation he had with his teacher last week
(who we'll call Ms. S. and who volunteers regularly with Trinity/HOPE)
Connor: Hi, Ms. S.
Ms. S.: Good morning Connor!
Connor: My mom told me that you help that island...
Ms. S: (confused, not knowing what he was talking
about)
Connor: You know, the island and they get food from
you. You work with the group that brings food to the
island.
Ms. S: Oh! You mean Haiti?
Connor: Yeah that's it. You know things.
Then Connor reached into his pocket and pulled out a
quarter.
Connor: I don't need ice cream today Ms. S. Can you send this to the island?

Wow. Connor, THANK YOU for making the personal sacrifice to feed a hungry child in Haiti.
You make Jesus (and all of us) smile!

All ladies of Ascension are
invited to attend the March
LWML Meeting:
Date: Saturday, April 8
Time: 10-2
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Golfers – Save the Date! Plan to participate in the Lutheran Services in Tennessee
Golf Fore Hope event on Monday, October 9 at Hideway at Arrington. For
sponsorship and pre-registration info, contact Nick at NDHAFNER@gmail.com.

New at Hope Clinic

Journey to Freedom at Hope Clinic: Journey to Freedom is an opportunity to make changes to anything that causes
dissatisfaction in your life. Led by trained facilitators, this eight-week course offers a safe and encouraging place for
participants to step out of contemplating change, and into real action. Participants address challenges related to their
relationships, family dynamics, careers, food and body image issues, grief, anxiety, addiction, and much more.
Beginning this spring, we will be providing these groups as part of our professional counseling services as an
opportunity to help our clients:
·
Silence negative thoughts and begin to live in new possibilities
·
Find motivation through vision and passion, versus need and fear
·
Redefine hope in areas of your life where you have become hopeless
·
Identify and challenge areas of life that need change in a supportive environment
The groups will be facilitated by Hope Clinic counselors and is open to anyone age 18 or older. Space is limited to
7-12 participants per group. More information and additional Journey to Freedom groups can be found at
www.restoresmallgroups.org.
ACEs Training in Nashville: In light of the groundbreaking Adverse Childhood Experiences Study (ACEs), there is
now strong evidence to support the need for every child to have safe, stable, nurturing relationships and strong
brain architecture as a means of preventing negative outcomes later in life. ACE Nashville Parent & Community
Education Workgroup is committed to empowering parents and families, along with the organizations and
institutions that serve them, through a training to help promote resilience in children and, ultimately, prevent
adverse childhood experiences.
This free training outlines the impact of adversity and stress, how the brain works and how to facilitate healthy brain
development throughout childhood. To learn more or to request a free training, please contact Mallori Cain via
email or 615-627-2793.
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Apr 9
Dennis Anderson
Fred & Grace
Greeters Dave & Liz Brown
Lehmann
Zachary
Acolyte
Caleb Oehlkers
LaLumondier
Elder
Phil Weinert
Phil Weinert
Mark
Mark
Ushers
LaLumondier &
LaLumondier &
Rick Speitel
Rick Speitel
Cantor
Tim Hanusa
Tim Hanusa
Susan Hanley &
Susan Hanley &
Trisha
Altar Guild
Trisha
LaLumondier &
LaLumondier
Brittaney Summers
Lector

Apr 2
Pastor Greg

Apr 16
Dennis Fritz
Jeff & Kathy
Meyers

Apr 23
Jeff Meyers
John & Linda
Kubitz

Randy Summers

Caleb Oehlkers

Phil Weinert
Mark
LaLumondier &
Rick Speitel
Tim Hanusa

Phil Weinert
Mark
LaLumondier &
Rick Speitel
Tim Hanusa

Apr 30
Jennifer Meyers
LaVon & Ora Mae
Golter
Zachary
LaLumondier
Phil Weinert
Mark
LaLumondier &
Rick Speitel
Tim Hanusa

Susan Hanley &
Trisha
LaLumondier

Susan Hanley &
Trisha
LaLumondier

Susan Hanley &
Trisha
LaLumondier

If you’re unable to serve, please find a replacement.

April 2: Amy Conner
April 9: Kathy Meyers
April 16: Easter Potluck
April 23: Carolyne Willis
April 30: Sandy Bradley

The Organist
April 2: Minae Hayashi
April 9: Cindy Dougherty
April 16: Minae Hayashi
April 23: Cindy Dougherty
April 30: Dennis Anderson
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Birthdays
April 2: Ora Mae Golter
April 2: Sara Hancock
April 3: Deliah Gerson
April 6: Caleb Oehlkers
April 14: Jennifer Graham
April 15: Sandra Riis
April 18: Jane Gullett
April 26: Chris Fritz
April 28: Amy Conner

Anniversaries
April 6: Dennis & Connie Anderson
April 14: Erick & Debbie Kendall
April 23: Dave & Liz Brown
April 24: Abdelseed & Alizabeth Murran
April 28: Jeff & Pam Oehlkers

Baptismal Birthdays
April 2: Frances Boggs
April 9: Rhonda Moss
April 10: David Brown
April 10: Brian Meyers
April 16: Minae Hayashi
April 18: Ella Etter
April 18: Evelyn Hooper
April 22: Jeff Oehlkers
April 24: Bill Speitel

If a celebration is incorrect or missing, please call (615-868-2346) or email
(office@ascensionmadison.com) the church office so our records can be updated. Thanks!
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Sun
2

Mon
3

April
Wed

Tue
4

Thu

Fri

5

6

6:00 Dinner

10:30 Bible study

7:30 Worship

7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

12

13

14

9:00 Sunday
School

7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

2:00 Good Friday

10:30 Worship w/
Lord’s Supper

7:30 Maundy
Thursday w/
Lord’s supper

9:00 Sunday
School
10:30 Worship w/
Lord’s Supper

9

10

11

7

Sat
8
10:00 LWML

15

7:30 Good Friday

16

17

18

9:00 Easter
breakfast

19

20

21

22

6:30
Confirmation

Men’s Fishing
Retreat

Men’s Fishing
Retreat

Men’s Fishing
Retreat

28

29

10:00 Easter egg
hunt

10:30 Bible study
7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

10:30 Worship w/
Lord’s Supper

23
9:00 Sunday
School
10:30 Worship

24

25

26

27

8:30 Retired
ROMEO
breakfast (IHOP
on Gallatin Pike)

6:30
Confirmation

10:30 Bible study
7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

30
9:00 Sunday
School
10:30 Worship w/
Lord’s Supper
12:00 Potluck
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The mission of Ascension
Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
connect people to the one true
God—Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit—so that they may come to
know and believe they are saved for
eternal life by grace alone, through
faith alone, in Christ alone.

Rev. Greg Bauch, Pastor
610 W Old Hickory Blvd, Madison TN 37115
Church Office: (615) 868-2346
Office email: office@ascensionmadison.com
Pastor Greg: (904) 553-7066
Pastor’s email: pastorgregbauch@gmail.com
website: www.ascensionmadison.com
Sunday School & Bible Study at 9:00am
Coffee Half-hour at 10:00am
Worship at 10:30am

Please email newsletter submissions to office@ascensionmadison.com one week
before the 1st of the month.
Please email all weekly bulletin announcements for the upcoming Sunday to
office@ascensionmadison.com by Wednesday.
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