July 2017

Dear family of Ascension,
As we enter this month of celebrating our national independence, I find it enlightening to
reflect on the idea of “freedom.” We value freedom in this country. We are thankful for the
many freedoms we have, most important of which is the freedom to worship. The expansion of
freedom is a measure of human progress around the world. And even in our country—“the
great, free republic”—freedoms are still being won and lost. The issues that elicit judicial
response are generally a protest for more freedom: more freedom to pursue desires, more
freedom for individual choice, more freedom to not be inhibited. But this is not true freedom.
That is not to slight the freedom we have in our country. I value our freedom and give
thanks to God we live with such freedom. But I know that even under horrible tyranny we
would be free in the true sense of the word, because “if the Son sets you free, you will be free
indeed” (Jn 8:36). Ad nauseam I hear in the media how great our freedoms are, how we should
fight for freedom, how freedom is not free… but the gospel of Jesus Christ is never referred to.
I find this all a devious work of Satan, who is constantly trying to redirect our focus from Christ
to ourselves. In our country, the fight for freedom has become the means to define oneself. If
something gets in the way of defining oneself, that something must be eradicated in the name of
freedom. But defining oneself is not freedom. Defining oneself is slavery to self-idolatry.
Being defined by Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is true freedom, for “You were bought with a
price; [therefore,] do not become slaves of men” (1 Cor 7:23).
A fish in a stream is an apt analogy. As long as the fish swims in the stream, he is doing
what is proper to a fish. Now, the fish may have the choice to jump out of the water on to dry
land… but do we really want to define this ability to choose as “freedom”? Because the
individual choice to jump out of the water on to dry land leads to death, which ends freedom
altogether. When the fish is who he was created to be, then—and only then—is the fish truly
free. When the fish swims in the stream and dispels any notion to jump out of the water, then

the fish is truly a free, living fish. And who the fish was created to be is defined by God who
“created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters
swarm, according to their kinds” (Ge 1:21). So it is with each man, who is only free when he is
what he was created to be: a creature made in the image of God, trusting His grace for life…
that is what it means for the Son to set you free, for “the law of the Spirit of life has set you free
in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death” (Ro 8:2)! We are free and alive with an eternal
hope, even if our national freedoms are non-existent, because “where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom” (2 Cor 3:17).
We cannot define ourselves as so many want to do today. In truth, nobody defines
himself… each person is a creation of God, bearing His image, meant to receive His gift of life.
To define oneself is to forsake the gift of God and sell oneself into the slavery of self-idolatry.
Instead, those defined by Father, Son, and Holy Spirit “have been set free from sin and have
become slaves of God… lead[ing] to sanctification and its end, eternal life” (Rom 6:22). The
term “slavery” has a deservedly awful association in our country. But it does rightly convey
God as our Lord—the Lord who has our best interests always at heart.
As we celebrate our nation’s independence I urge you to contemplate and know true
freedom, for the freedoms of this world are fleeting, but the freedom of the Son is eternal! We
may clamor for national freedoms never granted or recoil at national freedoms granted, but
these freedoms play no part in defining us. No, in the end, through the grace and truth of God,
we say with John, “To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made
us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever.
Amen” (Rev 1:5).
In Christ,

Pastor Greg

Page 2

Page 3

News from Trinity/HOPE
This is one of a series of articles which we make available each month to keep congregations
informed about our activities. Trinity/HOPE, a not-for profit charitable organization, raises funds
and administers feeding programs that provide a noon meal for the hungry children who attend our
schools in Haiti where the Good News of Jesus is daily shared. It is blessed to have numerous
supporters in this church.

No Sack Lunch

By Jay Brinkmeyer
One thing I’ve learned when visiting schools with Trinity/HOPE
feeding programs is that if you make a move to grab their plate
of food the children will either shield it with their arms or if
there is room on their desk then they will slide it away from you.
We talked about blessings at the men’s Recharge group on
Wednesday and what you see in this photo is an HUGE blessing
for these children, this is their meal of their day blessing. I’ve
never seen a child bring a sack lunch to school in Haiti. Our
North American eyes see a plate of rice and beans and not much
else. This is a blessing from His Hand to them through a donor
like you; a total blessing; to them and to you and me. Give thanks
for all of your blessings…and your excesses too.

All ladies of Ascension
are invited to attend the
July LWML Meeting:
Date: Sat., July 8
Time: 10-2
Concordia Theological Seminary
Musician Workshop 2017

Can you spot our very own
organists and choir director, Minae
and Dennis?
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July 2
July 9
Lector
Dennis Anderson
Dennis Fritz
Jeff & Kathy
John & Linda
Greeters
Meyers
Kubitz
Acolyte
TBD
TBD
Elder
Phil Weinert
Phil Weinert
John Boggs &
John Boggs &
Ushers
John Kubitz
John Kubitz
Cantor
Tim Hanusa
Tim Hanusa
Pam Oehlkers & Pam Oehlkers &
Altar Guild
Susan Hanley
Susan Hanley

July 16
Jeff Meyers
La Von & Ora
Mae Golter
TBD
Phil Weinert
John Boggs &
John Kubitz
Tim Hanusa
Pam Oehlkers &
Susan Hanley

July 23
Jennifer Meyers
Mark & Trisha
LaLumondier
TBD
Phil Weinert
John Boggs &
John Kubitz
Tim Hanusa
Pam Oehlkers &
Susan Hanley

July 30
Joan Johnson
Phil Weinert
TBD
Phil Weinert
John Boggs &
John Kubitz
Tim Hanusa
Pam Oehlkers &
Susan Hanley

If you’re unable to serve, please find a replacement.

July 2: Amy Conner
July 9: Minae Hayashi
July 16: Kathy Meyers
July 23: Rachel Oehlkers
July 30: Ora Mae Golter

The Organist
July 2: Minae Hayashi
July 9: Cindy Dougherty
July 16: Minae Hayashi
July 23: Cindy Dougherty
July 30: Dennis Anderson
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Birthdays
July 2: Diane Bergeron
July 2: Afkar Elradi
July 5: Emily Bergeron
July 5: Betty Dixon
July 9: Chris Moss Sr.
July 10: Ian Conner
July 11: Steve Boggs
July 11: Tim Hanusa
July 15 : Brooklyn Deland
July 15: Katelyn Gupton
July 15: LeAnn Wright
July 20: Minae Hayashi
July 23: Mark Boggs
July 23: Yvonne Delatorre-Ugarte
July 23: Christian Gerson
July 25: Caitlyn Schreiber
July 26: Nathan Gupton
July 27: Wendy Golter
July 30: Scott Shaffer
July 31: Randy Summers

Anniversaries
July 11: Chris & Julie Fritz
July 22: Dan & Beth Newton

Baptismal Birthdays
July 10: Jocelyn Sutton
July 10: John Wright
July 10: Mary Wright
July 22: Hattie Pickel

If a celebration is incorrect or missing, please call (615-868-2346) or email
(office@ascensionmadison.com) the church office so our records can be updated. Thanks!
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Sun
2

Mon
3

July
Wed

Tue
4

9:00 Sunday
School

Thu

5

6

Youth Trip

Youth Trip

Fri
7

Sat
8
10:00 LWML

10:30 Bible study
10:30 Worship w/
Lord’s Supper

9

7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

10

9:00 Sunday
School

11

12

13

14

15

6:30 Women’s
Bible study

Pastor’s vacation

Pastor’s vacation

Pastor’s vacation

Pastor’s vacation

21

22

29

10:30 Bible study
10:30 Worship
7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

16

17

18

19

20

Pastor’s vacation

Pastor’s vacation

Pastor’s vacation

Pastor’s vacation

Pastor’s vacation

9:00 Sunday
School
(no adult study)

10:30 Bible study
7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

10:30 Worship w/
Lord’s Supper

23

24

25

26

27

28

9:00 Sunday
School

Pastor Education
@ Ascension

Pastor Education
@ Ascension

Pastor Education
@ Ascension

Pastor Education
@ Ascension

Pastor Education
@ Ascension

10:30 Worship

6:30 Women’s
Bible study

8:30 Retired
Romeo Breakfast
10:30 Bible study
7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

30

31

9:00 Sunday
School
10:30 Worship w/
Lord’s Supper
12:00 Potluck

Page 7

The mission of Ascension
Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
connect people to the one true
God—Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit—so that they may come to
know and believe they are saved for
eternal life by grace alone, through
faith alone, in Christ alone.

Rev. Greg Bauch, Pastor
610 W Old Hickory Blvd, Madison TN 37115
Church Office: (615) 868-2346
Office email: office@ascensionmadison.com
Pastor Greg: (904) 553-7066
Pastor’s email: pastorgregbauch@gmail.com
website: www.ascensionmadison.com
Sunday School & Bible Study at 9:00am
Coffee Half-hour at 10:00am
Worship at 10:30am

Please email newsletter submissions to office@ascensionmadison.com one week
before the 1st of the month.
Please email all weekly bulletin announcements for the upcoming Sunday to
office@ascensionmadison.com by Wednesday.
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