August 2017

Dear Beloved,
I say as your pastor, “I live if you stand fast in the Lord.” While reading Paul’s letters to
the Thessalonians, I was struck by an amazing statement he makes concerning his relationship
to his congregation: “For now we live, if you are standing fast in the Lord.” (1 Thes 3:8). I
wrangled with this verse, wondering what it means that I live if you all remain in the faith? I
don’t think we diminish Paul’s language by saying he simply “got a new lease on life” when
hearing of the Thessalonians’ faith; I do think we give his words their full force, which is to say
that my life is bound up in your standing fast in the Lord.
Earlier Paul wrote, “For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord
Jesus at his coming? Is it not you? For you are our glory and joy” (1 Thes 2:19-20). He
similarly writes to the Philippians, “Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy
and crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved” (Phil 4:1). My hope, joy, glory, and crown
is you all here at Ascension. It’s not my family (or, it’s not just my family, for my family is
included in Ascension), but as pastor my life finds itself in your faith. My life finds itself in
guiding you to eternal life, which God has chosen me to do. If someone leaves our fold, it’s my
part to seek the lost sheep, else I’ve jeopardized my life. That’s not to say that my seeking the
lost sheep is done out of self-interest, but to say that I seek to show the love that Christ has
shown me. And the more I consider Paul’s words, the more I realize that these words in light of
Christ are what the pastoral ministry is all about. My concern as under-shepherd is you all, just
as the Great Shepherd’s concern is His whole church.
Which brings me to another point regarding Paul’s words: you and I exist in the body of
Christ for the benefit of one another. Christ placed me in your midst to preach His word and
administer His sacraments. Christ ordained me so that I might give you Him—His life, death,
and resurrection. Christ established the pastoral office so that He might give His people

Himself, and in this truth you can be confident that God is working through me for your
salvation, for I work as His servant serving you. There is no lordship in being a pastor, only
servanthood, which means that I am here for your benefit (cf. 1 Pet 5:1-4). I seek no glory in
myself, but as Paul writes, my glory is in you! Paul’s words keep me focused on being a
servant, for your standing fast in the Lord necessitates my tending to your spiritual needs. All
that I do is for your well-being. I exist for your benefit.
And you also exist for my benefit. I don’t say the following to diminish your provision
for my family—in fact, I’m continually overwhelmed by your amazing generosity for us!—but
the greatest “life” I have is your standing fast in the Lord, so that when the Last Day arrives I
see all of you made perfect in Christ! In Christ we live, and in you I also live, because my
sincere desire is never to lose one of you. Some pastors become disgruntled over worship or
Bible study attendance, but I tell you now how overjoyed I am to see you in worship and Bible
study. There’s nothing greater than looking out from the pulpit or visiting you at home to see
each one of your individual faces, because in you I have life! You exist for my benefit.
And this is God’s good will. Congregations need pastors, and pastors need
congregations. A congregation cannot live without a pastor giving Christ, and a pastor cannot
live without a congregation receiving Christ. One does not come before the other, but they exist
together in different roles, and we Lutherans hold to this Scriptural teaching. In Roman
Catholicism, the church exists because of the priest, which leads to an abusive clericalism. In
Protestantism, the pastor exists because of the church, which leads to the pastor existing only
for the sake of good order. But Scripture says that pastor and congregation have no “rights”
over the other, but exist together in love for one another. Christ placed me at Ascension so that
He might serve you through me unto life, and also so that I might live… what a beautiful
church Christ has established, whereby He forgives us so that we might live for and by one
another! We have so much to be thankful for: I for you, you for me, and we for the One who
made it possible through His death on the cross.
In Christ,

Pastor Greg
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All ladies of Ascension are invited to
attend the July LWML Meeting:
Saturday, August 12, 10am-2pm
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From the Library
Book Review
I just finished a book from our library entitled Rhinestone Jesus – Saying Yes to
God when sparkly, safe faith is no longer enough. The author is Kristen Welch,
and the book can be found in our Personal Growth/Wellness section.
Actually, the book is the spiritual adventure story of one woman who went from
living a safe, “good girl” faith that didn’t cost much, to realizing that God was
daring her to say yes to a deeper, more authentic way. In High School, Kristen
Welch wore a big, sparkly rhinestone “Jesus” pin every day and carried her Bible wherever she went. She wanted
others to know which group she belonged to. But she didn’t realize her faith, though sincere, was shallow. So,
though more like an autobiography, I see the book as one that really is about Personal Growth.
Kristen married, had children, and lived a good life. With the “OK” of her family, she went on a mission trip to the
slums of Africa with Compassion International to Kenya, to a dangerous area known as Mathare Valley. At every
turn, she only saw hopelessness. What she saw made her angry and she silently accused God and asked him how he
could allow so much suffering. “For a moment, time stood still. I stopped and closed my eyes. I saw God’s finger
pointed at my chest as he asked my spirit the same question: ‘Kristen, how can you allow this?’ ” She knew that her
life had been changed forever.
One little boy, Vincent, had nothing except a leaky roof over his head, yet he was content because he had Jesus. She
realized that she equated Jesus with comfort and blessings. She says “I added Jesus like salt and pepper to a
tasteless dish. He wasn’t the main course for me, just an extra on the side.” Vincent’s statement woke her up from
her American Dream. You don’t need to go to Kenya, there are needs all around you. God is just waiting for you to
say “yes”, to be willing to get involved. Each chapter ends with points to consider to help you fine tune your life to
God’s perfect plans.
Perhaps like me, you have a small collection of inspirational books that gave you just what you needed at that
moment on your faith journey, furthering your spiritual growth. You re-read them and loan them to others.
Rhinestone Jesus is a book I would like to have in my collection. It challenged me to think excitedly about how I can
step out of my comfort zone and put my faith in action. How can I think about what I consider priorities and tweak
them so that my focus is more in line with God’s plans? “(God) says to ordinary people like me and you that instead
of closing our eyes and bowing our heads, sometimes God wants us to keep our eyes open for people in need, do
something about it, and bow our whole lives to Him instead.”…. Bob Goff - - The quotation Kristen uses at the
beginning of Chapter 13, “Start Small Today”
Linda Kubitz
After the Book Review: If you have enjoyed a Book from our Library, Please take a moment to share a short review!

Attention All MITFORD Fans!
The Hallmark Channel will be airing “At Home In Mitford”, the first book in the Mitford series written by Jan Karon, on
Sunday, August 6, at 9 p.m. If you have AT&T U-Verse, it will be on the regular Hallmark Channel 366, or 1366 in HD. I
do not know the Hallmark Channel for those who have Comcast, Dish, or Direct TV, but it should be scheduled for the
same time. I do not know how closely the program will be to the book, but you might want to take a chance and watch
the movie. Cast: Andie MacDowell, Cameron Mathison, Nicholas Holmes. Enjoy! —Linda Kubitz
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Lector
Greeters
Acolyte
Elder
Ushers
Cantor
Altar
Guild

August 6

August 13

August 20

August 27

Joan Johnson

Liz Brown

Mark LaLumondier

Rick Speitel

Dennis & Linda Cecil & Carolyne
Cherri Walker
Willis
Fritz
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
Dennis Fritz
Dennis Fritz
Dennis Fritz
Dennis Fritz
Jeff Meyers &
Jeff Meyers &
Jeff Meyers &
Jeff Meyers &
Nathaniel Oehlkers Nathaniel Oehlkers Nathaniel Oehlkers Nathaniel Oehlkers
Tim Hanusa
Tim Hanusa
Tim Hanusa
Tim Hanusa
Grace Lehmann & Grace Lehmann & Grace Lehmann & Grace Lehmann &
Trisha
Trisha
Trisha
Trisha
LaLumondier
LaLumondier
LaLumondier
LaLumondier
Tim Hanusa

If you’re unable to serve, please find a replacement.

August 6: Jane Chitren
August 13: Carolyne Willis
August 20: Linda Fritz
August 27: Trish LaLumondier

The Organist
August 6: Minae Hayashi
August 13: Cindy Dougherty
August 20: Minae Hayashi
August 27: Cindy Dougherty
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Birthdays
August 5: Jimmy Wright
August 6: Taraji Elradi
August 7: Toni Bristol
August 7: Ayanna Wiebbecke
August 8: Clydette Chatham
August 9: Mike Bergeron
August 15: Rick Speitel
August 21: Evelyn Hooper
August 21: Dan Newton
August 23: Ray Houle
August 24: Kaytlyn Deland
August 25: Angie Henderson
August 27: Jordan Boggs
August 27: John Kubitz
August 30: Laurie Boggs
August 30: Deb Hackett

Anniversaries
August 20: Greg & Amanda Bauch
August 21: Jim & Jennifer Meyers
August 22: Mike & Diane Bergeron
August 24: LaVon & Ora Mae Golter
August 31: Dennis & Linda Fritz
August 31: Al & Linda Montes

Baptismal Birthdays
August 2: Lavon Golter
August 4: Athena Graham
August 4: Scott Shaffer
August 5: Tim Hanusa
August 8: Clydette Chatham
August 10: Toni Bristol
August 10: Bertha Sauer
August 19: Betty Dixon
August 20: Steve Boggs
August 25: Ray Houle
August 30: Lily Graham

If a celebration is incorrect or missing, please call (615-868-2346) or email
(office@ascensionmadison.com) the church office so our records can be updated. Thanks!
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Sun

Mon

August
Wed

Tue
1

2

6:30 Women’s
Bible Study

Thu
3

Fri

Sat

4

5

11

12

10:30 Bible study
7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

6

7

9:00 Sunday
School

8

9

6:30 Women’s
Bible study

10:30 Bible study

14

9:00 Sunday
School

15

16

6:30 Women’s
Bible study

18

19

25

26

7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

21

9:00 Sunday
School

22

23

6:30 Women’s
Bible study

24
10:30 Bible study
7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

10:30 Worship w/
Lord’s Supper

27

17
10:30 Bible study

10:30 Worship

20

10:00 LWML

7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

10:30 Worship w/
Lord’s Supper

13

10

28

29

30

31

9:00 Sunday
School

8:30 Retired
Romeo Breakfast

10:30 Worship

10:30 Bible study
7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous
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The mission of Ascension
Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
connect people to the one true
God—Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit—so that they may come to
know and believe they are saved for
eternal life by grace alone, through
faith alone, in Christ alone.

Rev. Greg Bauch, Pastor
610 W Old Hickory Blvd, Madison TN 37115
Church Office: (615) 868-2346
Office email: office@ascensionmadison.com
Pastor Greg: (904) 553-7066
Pastor’s email: pastorgregbauch@gmail.com
website: www.ascensionmadison.com
Sunday School & Bible Study at 9:00am
Coffee Half-hour at 10:00am
Worship at 10:30am

Please email newsletter submissions to office@ascensionmadison.com one week
before the 1st of the month.
Please email all weekly bulletin announcements for the upcoming Sunday to
office@ascensionmadison.com by Wednesday.
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