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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
 Last spring, I set a few goals for myself as pastor to be met by end of summer, and two of 
them were to teach on the pastoral office and outreach.  Last month’s newsletter article spoke to 
the relationship between you and me, the flock and the shepherd.  To this I added a sermon on 
August 13 on the pastoral office based on Romans 10:5-17 (you can listen to it or any other 
sermon on our website).  In a little reversal, I preached a sermon on August 27 on outreach 
based on Matthew 16:13-20, and now I add the newsletter article corresponding to that sermon. 
 Outreach is a joy!... at least, that’s how it’s supposed to be.  I’ve attended many 
“workshops” about how to reach out with all manners of approach: some saying you go to 
coffee shops because people want to chat, some saying you go door to door because people 
don’t want to chat, some saying the conversation should revolve around the person’s interests, 
some saying the conversation should solely concern the person’s salvation.  I’ve done a bit and 
heard a lot more regarding outreach both as a layperson and as a student.  And my conclusion 
through experience and education is that nothing beats a friendship or an act of mercy.  That’s 
the beginning of outreach.  I don’t need to hold a workshop that you attend before we go out 
and “evangelize” people… the benefit of the doubt is that you all have friends and know how to 
converse!  I also know for certain that outreach isn’t joyful—and is even harmful—if its 
impetus is guilt. 
 At a conference last year, an LCMS pastor gave a sermon on outreach.  He recounted his 
confirmation day when his pastor asked him, “when you look across at the goats on the Last 
Day, is one of them going to say, ‘Why didn’t you share the gospel with me?’”  He also 
mentioned that this defining moment has stuck with him his whole life… and I think it’s quite 
obvious why this moment has stuck with him his whole life: his pastor laid on him one of the 
worst guilt trips imaginable.  I sat in my chair both sad and angry—sad that this poor man was 
driven to the depths by his pastor so many years ago, angry that he was continuing the horrible 
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trend.  As your pastor I now speak to you the eternal gospel: Jesus Christ died on the cross for 
every sin of every person and has relieved all guilt!  There will be absolutely no guilt for God’s 
sheep concerning the goats on the Last Day (Mt 25:31-46), for “My sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one 
will snatch them out of my hand” (Jn 10:27-28).  The motivation for outreach cannot be guilt 
because that implies our guilt is relieved after we do outreach… but Christ alone relieves guilt, 
creating the joy in which we reach out! 
 I’m not here to say as many (even in the LCMS) do that you’re being “negligent” by not 
reaching out.  If that’s what I say, I’ve guilted you and put you on the path of idolatrous self-
relief.  What I am here to say is that Christ has died for you, He has made you a new creation, 
He has given you a new identity… and He has also died for everyone you meet!  That is the 
foundation for your outreach: not your guilt, not your love, not your gratitude, but God’s love 
for all.  Paul writes that “there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties 
of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who 
empowers them all in everyone” (1 Cor 12:4-6).  We don’t all have the same gifts we might 
associate with outreach (e.g., the gift of conversation, of reception, of persuasion), but we all 
meet people at our own places in our own lives, making friends and doing acts of mercy, to 
which we add the invitation to receive Christ here at Ascension. 
 If you heard my sermon on August 27, you know that I set out on the tables in the narthex 
my business cards, or what I prefer to call “invitations.”  Please continue to take them, and I’ll 
keep setting more out.  Let them be a last word with someone at work, at school, on the road, in 
the grocery store… wherever!  And when you hand over that invitation, you do so with joy 
knowing that Jesus has died for him or her, and you do so with the hope that you might see him 
or her in a pew next Sunday receiving the very Christ they hear! 
 
In His name, 
Pastor Greg 
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All ladies of Ascension are invited to 
attend the July LWML Meeting: 

Saturday, September 9, 10am-2pm 
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From the Library 

Last month, we announced that there would be a showing of the first book in the 
Mitford Series, “At Home In Mitford” on the Hallmark Channel.  Several of our 
members watched, and we have heard some mixed reviews.  Some people said 
they really liked the movie. Other viewers said the movie just couldn’t come close 
to the book series! 

Of course, no matter how good a movie is, few movies ever seem to be able to 
duplicate everything that a book lover experiences when they become immersed 

in a book.  Some authors do such a wonderful job of painting a picture with their words that really makes it possible 
for you to feel like you are right there watching the story unfold. If you enjoyed the movie, or are now curious about 
taking a closer look at Mitford, here is a little information about the series, from the publishing house, and a book 
review of the first book in the series, “At Home In Mitford”, taken from the author’s web site. 

Introduction 
Come away to Mitford, the small town that takes care of its own. Nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, Mitford is a 
crazy quilt of saints and sinners -- lovable eccentrics all. Seen through the eyes of Father Tim, the long-suffering 
Village Rector, Mitford abounds in both mysteries and miracles, compelling readers to return again and again to this 
beloved series.  In the tradition of James Herriot, Bailey White, and Garrison Keillor, author Jan Karon brilliantly 
captures the foibles and delights of a hilarious cast of characters.  

BOOK 1:  Enter the world of Mitford, and you won't want to leave.  It's easy to feel at home in Mitford. In these high, 
green hills, the air is pure, the village is charming, and the people are generally lovable.  Yet, Father Tim, the bachelor 
rector, wants something more. Enter a dog the size of a sofa who moves in and won't go away. Add an attractive 
neighbor who begins wearing a path through the hedge. Now, stir in a lovable but unloved boy, a mystifying jewel 
theft, and a secret that's sixty years old.  Suddenly, Father Tim gets more than he bargained for. And readers get a 
rich, provincial comedy in which mysteries and miracles abound.  

Ascension Library is fortunate to have all the books in the series.  There is also a title listing on the shelf giving the 
order in which they were written: At Home in Mitford; A Light in the Window; These High, Green Hills; Out to 
Canaan; A New Song; A Common Life; In This Mountain; Shepherds Abiding; Light From Heaven 

—Linda Kubitz 

 

Christian Catechesis Breakfast 
Join us Sunday, September 10 at 9:00am in the 

Fellowship Hall for breakfast while Pastor 
Greg presents Ascension’s Christian catechesis 
for the upcoming year.  Pastor will discuss his 

holistic approach to catechesis for our 
congregation at worship, at study, and at 

home.  In addition, Rescue One will open their 
doors for us to view the changes having taken 

place for their administrative offices. 
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If you’re unable to serve, please find a replacement. 

 
September 3: Labor Day 
September 10: Susan Hanley 
September 17: Sandy Bradley 
September 24: Minae Hayashi 
 

 

 
The Organist 

 
September 3: Minae Hayashi 

September10: Cindy Dougherty 
September 17: Minae Hayashi 

September 24: Cindy Dougherty 
 

 

September 3 September 10 September 17 September 24

Lector Robert Conner Tim Hanusa Trisha 
LaLumondier

Judie Mader

Greeters Dave & Liz 
Brown

Fred & Grace 
Lehmann 

Jeff & Kathy 
Meyers 

John & Linda 
Kubitz

Acolyte TBD TBD TBD TBD
Elder Tim Hanusa Tim Hanusa Tim Hanusa Tim Hanusa

Ushers
Mark 

LaLumondier & 
Rick Speitel 

Mark 
LaLumondier & 

Rick Speitel 

Mark 
LaLumondier & 

Rick Speitel 

Mark 
LaLumondier & 

Rick Speitel 

Cantor Tim Hanusa Mark 
LaLumondier

Tim Hanusa Tim Hanusa

Altar Guild Cindy Dougherty 
& Linda Fritz 

Cindy Dougherty 
& Linda Fritz 

Cindy Dougherty 
& Linda Fritz 

Cindy Dougherty 
& Linda Fritz 
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Birthdays 
September 1: Carolyn Spann 
September 3: Claudia Bauch 
September 5: Pat Baumann 
September 13: Rachel Blittle 
September 14: John Boggs 
September 15: Korryn 

LaLumondier 
September 16: Amanda Bauch 
September 20: Greg Bauch 
September 20: Katie Shaffer 
September 24: Greg Golter  
September 24: Pam Oehlkers  
September 24: Cecil Willis  
September 28: Rob Dougherty  
September 28: Barbara Wiebbecke 

Anniversaries 
September 1: Fred & Grace Lehmann 
September 18: Eric & Sara Blittle 
September 20: Jeff & Kathy Meyers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Baptismal Birthdays 

 
 
 
 
September 11: Deb Hackett 
September 11: Rick Speitel 
September 12: Nell Jensen  
September 19: Brooklyn Deland  
September 20: Claudia Bauch 
September 22: Mike Bergeron 
September 23: Mark Boggs 

    Amy Conner 
 
 

 
 
 

If a celebration is incorrect or missing, please call (615-868-2346) or email 
(office@ascensionmadison.com) the church office so our records can be updated.  Thanks! 
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September 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

1 
 

2 
 
 
 

3 
 
9:00 Sunday 
School 
 
10:30 Worship w/ 
Lord’s Supper 
 
 

4 5 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
7:00 Narcotics 
Anonymous 
 
 

8 
 

9 
 
10:00 LWML 

10 
 
9:00 Christian 
Catechesis 
breakfast and 
Rescue One 
Global open 
house 
 
10:30 Worship 
 

11 12 
 
7:00 Martin 
Luther: The Idea 
that Changed the 
World (airs on 
PBS) 

13 
 

14 
 
10:30 Bible study 
 
7:00 Narcotics 
Anonymous 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 

17 
 
9:00 Sunday 
School 
 
10:30 Worship w/ 
Lord’s Supper 
 

18 19 
 
 

20 
 

21 
 
10:30 Bible study 
 
7:00 Narcotics 
Anonymous 

22 23 

24 
 
9:00 Sunday 
School 
 
10:30 Worship 
  
 

25 
 

26 
 
 

27 
 

28 
 
8:30 Retired 
Romeo Breakfast 
 
10:30 Bible study 
 
7:00 Narcotics 
Anonymous 

29 30 
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The mission of Ascension 
Evangelical Lutheran Church is to 
connect people to the one true 
God—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit—so that they may come to 
know and believe they are saved for 
eternal life by grace alone, through 
faith alone, in Christ alone. 

 
Rev. Greg Bauch, Pastor 
610 W Old Hickory Blvd, Madison TN 37115 
 
Church Office: (615) 868-2346 
Office email: office@ascensionmadison.com 
Pastor Greg: (904) 553-7066 
Pastor’s email: pastorgregbauch@gmail.com 
website: www.ascensionmadison.com 
 
Sunday School & Bible Study at 9:00am 
Coffee Half-hour at 10:00am 
Worship at 10:30am 
 
 
 

Please email newsletter submissions to office@ascensionmadison.com one week 
before the 1st of the month. 

 
Please email all weekly bulletin announcements for the upcoming Sunday to 

office@ascensionmadison.com by Wednesday. 


