August 2018

Dear saints of Ascension,
Worship is important, even essential for relationship with God. Without worship, we’ve
lost the reason for existence. To worship God is to be in His will for our life. But much of
Christianity has turned worship on its head. Instead of worship being “God’s service to us,” it
has become “our service to God,” shifting the emphasis from God to us. “To worship” is not
primarily an active verb, but rather passive. This might sound strange, since many teach we
were created to “do” for God. However, Jesus says, “the Son of Man came not to be served but
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mt 20:28), and, “If I do not wash you, you
have no share with me” (Jn 13:8b). We weren’t created to do for God—in contrast, we were
created to receive from God. As Martin Luther writes, “The life of a saint is more a taking from
God than a giving” (AE 14:196). Upon reflection, how could it be any other way? If the life of
a saint is more about giving than taking, then the life of a saint is more about doing than
receiving, more about self than God. But in reality, the only way we have relationship with
God is if He serves us rather than us serving Him.
And this is why, during what we call “the Divine Service” (i.e., God’s service to us), I’m
overwhelmed by the immensity of God’s grace. I’m not caught up in what I’m doing or
illusions of earning God’s favor by what I’m doing, but rather how God makes Himself
available for us through His mighty word and sacraments—how God comes to us of His own
volition through simple things like word, water, bread and wine. Accordingly, we don’t “regard
the sacraments as something that we do,” but “To be baptized in God’s name is to be baptized
not by human beings but by God himself. Although it is performed by human hands, it is
nevertheless truly God’s own act” (Large Catechism V.7; IV.10). Why do we attend the Divine
Service? To receive from God. Thereafter, works of praise flow from faith. But even those
works of praise (e.g., singing hymns, giving offerings, confessing the truth) are done for our
neighbor, not for God.

The grace of God begins with the death of Jesus, which flows through His means of grace
in the Divine Service. A huge impediment to the gospel arises when people imagine how to
experience God in worship. Do we experience God through a feeling, through a spectacle,
through snake-handling? Or do we experience God where He tells us to experience Him:
through the word by water, bread and wine? Lutherans fought this fight throughout the
Reformation, debunking the idea that monastic works provided a greater experience of God. As
our confessions read, “People said that [monastic] vows were equal to baptism, and they taught
that vows merited forgiveness of sins and justification before God through this kind of life.
Indeed, they added that monastic life merited not only righteousness before God but even more:
that it kept not only precepts but also the Evangelical counsels” (AC XXVII.11-12). When the
emphasis of worship is flipped from God to us—when worship is based on our works for God
rather than God’s works for us—the same error of finding God in an experience greater than
word and sacrament manifests. But there is no greater experience in this age than receiving
God’s forgiveness, and God tells us where and when to receive it: through the word by water,
bread and wine.
It seems so unexciting in today’s Christianity to embrace what many call “medieval
superstitions,” but I assure you these “superstitions” were held long before the medieval church:
they were held by the ancient church, the apostolic church, and given by Christ Himself! It’s
amazing what God gives, and that He gives it in such simplicity, for “He sent out his word and
healed them, and delivered them from their destruction” (Ps 107:20). Remain firm in this truth
and receive from God as He serves you in worship.
In His name,

Pastor Greg
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Again, the LWML is collecting items for
School and Personal Care Kits:
School Kits
 70 sheet notebooks (wide or college ruled, no loose leaf)
 30-centimeter ruler or ruler with centimeters on one side and
inches on the other side
 Pencil sharpener
 Pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel
blades work well)
 Unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers
 Black or blue ball point pens (no gel ink)
 Box of 16 or 24 crayons
 2 ½” eraser

Personal Care Kits
 One light-weight bath-size towel, 20”x40” to 52”x27”
(dark color recommended)
 Bath-size bars of soap equaling, 8 to 9 oz (any brand in
original wrapping; no mini or hotel size bars)
 Adult size toothbrush in its original packaging
 Sturdy comb (no picks or fine-toothed combs), remove
packaging
 Large metal nail clippers (attached file optional)

Just a note to let you know we would love to update your photo
on the Picture Board in the narthex. Any Sunday morning that
would be convenient for you is fine.
Please let Pastor Greg or Ora Mae Golter know. THANKS!
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Organizations and people we support:

http://rescue1global.org/

https://www.trinityhope.org/

http://helpmadison.org/

https://nashvillerescuemission.org/

https://www.hopeclinicforwomen.org/

Caring Closet and other programs
http://www.lstn.org/

International Health Partners
http://ihptz.org/

Seminarian Corey Shaffer and family
https://www.csl.edu/

Missionary photographer: Johanna Heidorn
https://www.lcms.org/heidorn

Missionaries in Germany: Carl and Karen Cecil
https://www.lcms.org/cecil
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Dear friends,
There are many needs in this
fallen world, from food to clothing
to shelter to education. Most
importantly, there is need for the
gospel to be heard and received
by all. The organizations we
support make it a point to share
the gospel with those who come
to them for aid, and with an act of
mercy the way is paved for open
ears. This month I ask you to
consider the missions and
ministry we support, choose one,
and give a gift. It could be a night
of meal-sharing with
Rescue1Global; supplies
donations to CCM, Nashville
Rescue Mission, Hope Clinic, or
Caring Closet; a batch of cookies
sent to the Shaffers; or a
monetary donation to a
missionary. Please use the
websites to the left to gather
more information about each.
God bless!
—Pastor Greg

Lector
Acolyte
Elder
Ushers
Cantor
Altar
Guild

August 5
August 12
August 19
August 26
Cherri Walker
Dennis Anderson
Dennis Fritz
Judie Mader
Ben Conner
TBD
Ben Conner
TBD
Dennis Fritz
Dennis Fritz
Dennis Fritz
Dennis Fritz
John Kubitz & Robert John Kubitz & Robert John Kubitz & Robert John Kubitz & Robert
Conner
Conner
Conner
Conner
Tim Hanusa
Mark LaLumondier
Pastor Greg
N/A
Trisha LaLumondier &
Trisha LaLumondier &
Trisha LaLumondier &
Trisha LaLumondier &
Susan Hanley & Kate
Susan Hanley &
Susan Hanley
Susan Hanley
Conner
Kaytlyn Deland

If you’re unable to serve, please find a replacement.

Coffee Half-hour
August 5: Jane Chitren
August 12: Kathy Meyers
August 19: Minae Hayashi
August 26: Linda Fritz

The Organist
August 5: Minae Hayashi
August 12: Cindy Dougherty
August 19: Minae Hayashi
August 26: Cindy Dougherty

Birthdays

Anniversaries

August 5: Julie Fritz
August 6: Taraji Elradi
August 7: Toni Bristol
August 7: Ayanna Wiebbecke
August 9: Mike Bergeron
August 9: Murran Elradi
August 15: Justin Langston
August 15: Rick Speitel
August 21: Dan Newton
August 23: Ray Houle
August 24: Kaytlyn Deland
August 25: Angie Henderson
August 27: Jordan Boggs
August 27: John Kubitz
August 30: Laurie Boggs
August 30: Deb Hackett

August 20: Greg & Amanda Bauch
August 21: Jim & Jennifer Meyers
August 22: Mike & Diane Bergeron
August 24: LaVon & Ora Mae Golter
August 31: Dennis & Linda Fritz
August 31: Al & Linda Montes

Baptismal Birthdays
August 2: LaVon Golter
August 4: Athena Graham
August 4: Scott Shaffer
August 5: Tim Hanusa
August 10: Toni Bristol
August 20: Steve Boggs
August 25: Ray Houle
August 30: Lily Graham

If a celebration is incorrect or missing, please call (615-868-2346) or email
(office@ascensionmadison.com) the church office so our records can be updated. Thanks!
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Sun

Mon

August
Wed

Tue

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

Pastor’s vacation

Pastor’s vacation

Pastor’s vacation

Pastor’s vacation

10

11

17

18

24

25

31

1

7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

5

6

Pastor’s vacation

Pastor’s vacation

7

8

9
10:30 Bible study

9:00 Sunday
School

7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

10:30 Worship w/
the Lord’s Supper

12

13

14

15

9:00 Sunday
School

10:30 Bible study
7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

10:30 Worship

19

20

21

22

9:00 Sunday
School

23
10:30 Bible study
7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

10:30 Worship w/
the Lord’s Supper

26

16

27

28

29

30

9:00 Sunday
School

9:00 Retired
Romeo Breakfast

10:30 Worship

10:30 Bible study

11:30 Organ
dedication

7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

11:00 Rally Day
picnic
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The mission of Ascension
Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
connect people to the one true
God—Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit—so that they may come to
know and believe they are saved for
eternal life by grace alone, through
faith alone, in Christ alone.

Rev. Greg Bauch, Pastor
610 W Old Hickory Blvd, Madison TN 37115
Church Office: (615) 868-2346
Office email: office@ascensionmadison.com
Pastor Greg: (904) 553-7066
Pastor’s email: pastorgregbauch@gmail.com
website: www.ascensionmadison.com
Sunday School & Bible Study at 9:00am
Coffee Half-hour at 10:00am
Worship at 10:30am

Please email newsletter submissions to office@ascensionmadison.com one week
before the 1st of the month.
Please email all weekly bulletin announcements for the upcoming Sunday to
office@ascensionmadison.com by Wednesday.
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