September 2018

Dear saints of Ascension,
As we host the First Annual Inter-congregational Rally Day and Picnic, it seems timely to
write on the body of Christ. There is, of course, the physical body of Christ which we receive
in the Lord’s Supper, but there is also the mystical body of Christ that is united with Him,
which consists of God’s children. Paul writes, “For just as the body is one and has many
members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For
in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were
made to drink of one Spirit. …Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.”
(1 Cor 12:12-13, 27; cf. Rom 6:4-5). By the name of God, we have become children of God,
united to Christ and each other in a way that far exceeds friendships or bloodlines. For
example, my children are united to me through Christ in a way more significant than the parentchild relationship (without necessarily ending the parent-child relationship), for “we, though
many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another” (Rom 12:5). There is
a transcendent unity that Christ enacts through His sacraments, for Paul goes on to write, “The
bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one bread,
we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread” (1 Cor 10:16-17)—the one
bread being Christ’s physical body in the Lord’s Supper. In a divine reciprocal, we enter
Christ’s body through baptism, and His body enters us through the Lord’s Supper, both uniting
us to each other and to Christians across space and time!
Which is why it seems timely to write this as we host other congregations. The brothers
and sisters in Christ who join us have a relationship with us more significant than even the
parent-child relationship, because we were all “baptized into one body” and we all “partake of
the one bread.” It’s hard to think in these terms, because how can I possibly consider someone I
rarely (if ever) see to have a significance equal to my parents or children?! Well, the equality
lies in this: that “If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice
together” (1 Cor 12:26). Jesus made this same point when He asked Paul on the road to

Damascus, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” (Acts 9:5). Paul wasn’t persecuting
Jesus… he was persecuting the church (Acts 8:3). But because Christ is the head of the body,
which is the church, a persecution of one part of the body is a persecution of another (and
every) part of the body (Col 1:18; Eph 5:23). There is a unity in the body of Christ that exceeds
what we might imagine, but it is real! And it is what we confess, for we believe “in the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints.”
Our brothers and sisters in Christ from our congregation and other congregations are of
the same body, for they were baptized by the one Spirit and partake of the one bread. As Cyril
of Alexandria writes, “Who could divide or separate from their natural union with one another
those who are bound together through his one holy body into unity with Christ? …We are all
united in the one Christ through his holy body since we receive the one indivisible body in our
own bodies, and so we owe our members to him rather than to ourselves” (Commentary on
John, XI.11.735). How wonderful it is to be in the blessed body of Christ, to suffer together
and rejoice together, to be united with Him who gave His life and gives His body for the
forgiveness of our sin—a unity that exists at Ascension and beyond!
In His name,

Pastor Greg
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The LWML of
Ascension would
like to invite all women and their friends to a
brunch. The theme is, “Go ahead, jump!”
Saturday, September 8, 2018, 10am till noon in
the church fellowship hall.

Dear One,
Please be a part of helping Dawn acquire a much-needed service dog. It would help her with her
everyday life, in big and mundane things that we take for granted.
We would appreciate any contribution towards the cause, whether it's money, musical talent, or
an item we can put in the silent auction we are having
Saturday, September 29th, from 1:00 to 4:00 P.M (location
TBA). There will be live music, a silent auction, purse bingo,
games, an ice cream social, a popcorn bar and tea &
lemonade. Please consider joining us in the fun. Accepting
donations at the door for entrance fee.
Thank you for your generosity,
Friends of Dawn.
Call Carol (615) 715-2454
Your donations are welcome. To help, please visit:
www.ADawg4Dawn.com
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Organizations and people we support:

http://rescue1global.org/

https://www.trinityhope.org/

http://helpmadison.org/

https://nashvillerescuemission.org/

https://www.hopeclinicforwomen.org/

Caring Closet and other programs
http://www.lstn.org/

International Health Partners
http://ihptz.org/

Seminarian Corey Shaffer and family
https://www.csl.edu/

The Mid-South District
Convention took place June
28-30, 2018 in Memphis TN.
Pastor Greg and lay
representative Judie Mader
were in attendance as your
voice on matters related to
district. In addition, the district
highlighted numerous
missions that are funded in
part by your offerings. To view
a wrap-up of the convention,
including passed resolutions
and videos of the missions
supported, please go to this
website:
mid-southlcms.org/resources/convention/

Missionary photographer: Johanna Heidorn
https://www.lcms.org/heidorn

Missionaries in Germany: Carl and Karen Cecil
https://www.lcms.org/cecil
Page 4

Thank you for your prayers for
a productive and hospitable
convention!

Lector
Acolyte
Elder
Ushers
Cantor
Altar
Guild

September 2
September 9
September 16
Pastor Greg
Liz Brown
Rick Speitel
Michael Patterson
TBD
Michael Patterson
Tim Hanusa
Tim Hanusa
Tim Hanusa
Dennis Fritz &
Dennis Fritz &
Dennis Fritz &
Rick Speitel
Rick Speitel
Rick Speitel
Tim Hanusa
Mark LaLumondier
Tim Hanusa
Pam Oehlkers &
Pam Oehlkers &
Pam Oehlkers &
Linda Fritz
Linda Fritz
Linda Fritz &

September 23
Trisha
TBD
Tim Hanusa
Dennis Fritz &
Rick Speitel
N/A
Pam Oehlkers &
Linda Fritz

September 30
Cherri Walker
Michael Patterson
Tim Hanusa
Dennis Fritz &
Rick Speitel
Tim Hanusa
Pam Oehlkers &
Linda Fritz

If you’re unable to serve, please find a replacement.

Coffee Half-hour
September 2: Labor Day Weekend
September 9: Ora Mae Golter
September 16: Sandy Bradley
September 23: Susan Hanley
September 30: Trisha LaLumondier

The Organist
September 2: Dennis Anderson
September 9: Cindy Dougherty
September 16: Minae Hayashi
September 23: Cindy Dougherty
September 30: Minae Hayashi

Birthdays

Anniversaries

September 1: Carolyn Spann
September 3: Claudia Bauch
September 5: Pat Baumann
September 13: Rachel Blittle
September 14: John Boggs
September 15: Korryn LaLumondier
September 16: Amanda Bauch
September 18: Nicholas Bice
September 20: Greg Bauch
September 20: Katie Shaffer
September 24: Greg Golter
September 24: Judie Mader
September 24: Pam Oehlkers
September 24: Sheryl Whitbey
September 24: Cecil Willis
September 28: Rob Dougherty
September 28: Barbara Wiebbecke

September 1: Fred & Grace Lehmann
September 16: Robert & Judie Mader
September 18: Eric & Sara Blittle
September 20: Jeff & Kathy Meyers

Baptismal Birthdays
September 11: Rick Speitel
September 12: Nell Jensen
September 17: Andrew Fuller
September 19: Brooklyn Deland
September 20: Claudia Bauch
September 22: Mike Bergeron
September 23: Mark Boggs
September 25: Justin Langston

If a celebration is incorrect or missing, please call (615-868-2346) or email
(office@ascensionmadison.com) the church office so our records can be updated. Thanks!
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Sun
2

Mon
3

Tue
4

September
Wed
5

9:00 Sunday
School

10

11

12

7

8

13

14

15

21

22

28

29

10:30 Bible study
7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

10:30 Worship

17

18

19

9:00 Sunday
School

20
10:30 Bible study
7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

10:30 Worship w/
Lord’s supper

23

Sat

7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

9:00 Sunday
School

16

6

Fri

10:30 Bible study

10:30 Worship w/
Lord’s supper

9

Thu

24

25

26

27

9:00 Sunday
School

9:00 Romeo
Breakfast

10:30 Worship

10:30 Bible study

11:30 Voter’s
Meeting

7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

30
9:00 Sunday
School
10:30 Worship w/
Lord’s supper
12:00 Potluck
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The mission of Ascension
Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
connect people to the one true
God—Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit—so that they may come to
know and believe they are saved for
eternal life by grace alone, through
faith alone, in Christ alone.

Rev. Greg Bauch, Pastor
610 W Old Hickory Blvd, Madison TN 37115
Church Office: (615) 868-2346
Office email: office@ascensionmadison.com
Pastor Greg: (904) 553-7066
Pastor’s email: pastorgregbauch@gmail.com
website: www.ascensionmadison.com
Sunday School & Bible Study at 9:00am
Coffee Half-hour at 10:00am
Worship at 10:30am

Please email newsletter submissions to office@ascensionmadison.com one week
before the 1st of the month.
Please email all weekly bulletin announcements for the upcoming Sunday to
office@ascensionmadison.com by Wednesday.
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