November 2018

Dear saints of Ascension,
Pontius Pilate sneered, “What is truth?” immediately after Jesus proposed he listen to His
voice (Jn 18:37-38). The truth is neither ambiguous nor piecemeal, because Jesus is neither
ambiguous nor piecemeal. As Christians, we desire to hold Jesus’ truth at every point, because He
is “the way, and the truth, and the life” (Jn 14:6). It’s easy to censure Pilate, since he put Jesus to
death. But how does censure work among other Christians? Is it even right to censure other
Christians? The ecumenical movement that works to “unite” Christian churches does so at the
expense of truth by making human determinations of what are the “important truths.” The
fundamental fallacy in that approach is that truth creates unity, while unity cannot create truth. To
seek unity apart from Jesus’ truth is to seek a worldly unity, not a heavenly one. And when truth is
opposed, censure is appropriate, since Jesus says we are “to observe all that I have commanded
you” (Mt 28:20).
We practice this ardent adherence to the truth by the phrase, “altar and pulpit fellowship.”
We are in altar and pulpit fellowship with those churches that confess Scriptural truth (see
https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/international/partner-church-bodies). Churches that confess
contrary to Jesus’ truth are denied altar and pulpit fellowship with us. Why? Because placing one
of their preachers in the pulpit could lead to preaching opposed to Jesus’ truth. Does an LCMS
pastor sometimes preach wrongly? Yes. But that would happen in neglect of his ordination vows
and our Lutheran confession, while perseverance in his wrong preaching would lead to his
excommunication.
But one might protest, “Pastor, there will be Christians from all sorts of churches in heaven,
so why not just have fellowship together while here on earth?” Because many people think this
way, the issue is both urgent and sensitive. We must keep in mind there is no such thing as a
“mini-gospel”—we can’t take the gospel and carve it up into “essentials” and “non-essentials.”
The gospel is not only the truth of forgiveness (which even an atheist might hold in some form), but
everything Jesus is and does for us. Hence, to have fellowship with a church that believes Jesus
didn’t die for all, or that believes baptism is man’s work, or that believes the Lord’s Supper is just

bread and wine, is to capitulate to falsehood. To be in fellowship, we must hold in common all
Scriptural truth. In fact, the Holy Spirit’s language bears this out, for Scripture refers to God’s
“teaching” or “doctrine” always in the singular, while the plural “teachings” or “doctrines” is
reserved for the false ideas of men and demons (cf. Mt 7:28; 15:9; 1 Ti 4:1)—falsehoods are many,
but truth is one, and the truth should be known as such.
But one might protest, “Pastor, if we agree with other churches on the basic Christian beliefs,
we can surely have fellowship despite any small differences.” This notion is the ecumenical
movement in a nutshell, where we determine what are the “basic Christian beliefs.” How did the
apostles respond to the “small differences” of their time? Paul’s opponents didn’t reject the
lordship of Jesus—all they wanted to do was add a few extras like circumcision. Yet Paul responds
that “Christ will be of no advantage” to those who concede circumcision (Gal 5:1-12). We might
think forbidding marriage or certain kinds of foods can’t possibly harm the gospel. Yet Paul calls
them the “teachings of demons” (1 Ti 4:1-5). Are we to have fellowship with those who adhere to
such teachings? Do the Scriptures convey that its truth is to be proclaimed and believed in every
point? Paul writes, “For we cannot do anything against the truth, but only for the truth” (2 Cor
13:8). The truth of Jesus is paramount in every instance.
In conclusion, altar and pulpit fellowship is extremely important. To jettison altar and pulpit
fellowship would be to say the gospel is negotiable, which is an affront to Jesus. He is neither
ambiguous nor piecemeal. The fact that some confess contrary to Jesus’ truth doesn’t necessarily
imply they don’t have faith. Neither does this fact give us license to be indifferent to falsehood or
to cease to love. Indeed, to love is to proclaim the one truth of Christ with the hope for fellowship,
since any falsehood imperils faith. “What is truth?” It is the one, unambiguous, undivided
teaching that Jesus teaches, for “Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.”
In His name,

Pastor Greg
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LWML Meeting Saturday, November 10,
2018 from 10am – 12pm. All women are
invited to come and bring a friend.

Church Paraments Fund Established
We have established a fund to reserve donations toward
the purchase of new paraments. We currently employ
two altar frontlets and two lectern markers in five
church season colors: blue (Advent), white (Christmas,
Easter, and various festival days), green (pre-Lent and
post-Trinity), purple (Lent), and red (various festival days). If you would like to
contribute, please include the note “FBO paraments” with your donation. The total
cost will likely be around $5,000.
The church organ fund balance is $4,726, reserved for any future repairs. If you would
like the prorated portion of your organ donation to be reclassified to the parament
fund, please let Pastor Greg know.
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Organizations and people we support:

http://rescue1global.org/

https://www.trinityhope.org/

http://helpmadison.org/

https://nashvillerescuemission.org/

https://www.hopeclinicforwomen.org/

Introduction to Hope Clinic
Did you know Hope Clinic offers an Introduction to
Hope Clinic for anyone interested in getting involved?
These events give you the chance to meet the CEO,
Renee Rizzo, and learn about our services, volunteer
opportunities, partnership and more. Visit our website
to see upcoming dates and sign up:
www.hopeclinicforwomen.org/introtohopeclinic/
Group Volunteer Opportunities

Caring Closet and other programs
http://www.lstn.org/

International Health Partners
http://ihptz.org/

Seminarian Corey Shaffer and family
https://www.csl.edu/

Missionary photographer: Johanna Heidorn
https://www.lcms.org/heidorn

Missionaries in Germany: Carl and Karen Cecil
https://www.lcms.org/cecil
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• Are your small groups or women's

ministries looking for a way to serve
your community together? Sign up for
one of Hope Clinic for Women's 20182019 group volunteer opportunities
today!
• Groups can sign up here to help with
our upcoming mailing November 6th 15th. Our seasonal mailings are great
opportunities for small groups to chat and
bond over service!
• Do you have a group that wants to serve in
November? Have them sign up to
volunteer for our Cider Carols
event! Groups can participate in our
evening group opportunity (need 7-10
people), or sign up for individual roles
during set-up.

Cantor

November 4
Pastor Greg
Michael Patterson
Dennis Fritz
John Kubitz &
Nathaniel Oehlkers
Tim Hanusa

Altar
Guild

Cindy Dougherty &
Trisha LaLumondier

Lector
Acolyte
Elder
Ushers

November 11
Linda Fritz
TBD
Dennis Fritz
John Kubitz &
Nathaniel Oehlkers
Mark LaLumondier

November 18
November 25
Liz Brown
Rick Speitel
Michael Patterson
TBD
Dennis Fritz
Dennis Fritz
John Kubitz &
John Kubitz &
Nathaniel Oehlkers
Nathaniel Oehlkers
Tim Hanusa
N/A
Cindy Dougherty &
Cindy Dougherty &
Cindy Dougherty &
Trisha LaLumondier &
Trisha LaLumondier
Trisha LaLumondier
Kaytlyn Deland

If you’re unable to serve, please find a replacement.

Coffee Half-hour
November 4: Jane Chitren
November 11: Linda Fritz
November 18: Minae Hayashi
November 25: Thanksgiving weekend

The Organist
November 4: Minae Hayashi
November 11: Cindy Dougherty
November 18: Minae Hayashi
November 25: Cindy Dougherty

Birthdays

Anniversaries

November 1: Al Montes
November 4: Paul Ohme
November 9: Lily Graham
November 14: James Whitbey
November 21: Kate Conner
November 21: Nell Jensen
November 23: Gideon Bauch
November 30: Kiari Houston

November 5: John & Linda Kubitz

Baptismal Birthdays
November 2: Gordon Bradley
November 6: Derek Wiebbecke
November 9: Terri Langston
November 10: Wendy Golter
November 18: Toby Conner
November 19: Dan Newton
November 23: Rachel Blittle
November 26: Katelyn Gupton
November 26: Nathan Gupton
November 29: Elise McMahan
If a celebration is incorrect or missing, please call (615-868-2346) or email
(office@ascensionmadison.com) the church office so our records can be updated. Thanks!
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Sun

Mon

November
Wed

Tue

Thu
1

Fri

Sat

2

3

10

10:30 Bible study
7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

4

5

9:00 Sunday
school

6

7

8

9

Pastor’s vacation

6:30
Confirmation

10:30 Bible study

Pastor’s vacation

7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

10:30 Worship w/
the Lord’s Supper

11

12

9:00 Sunday
school

6:30 Women’s
Bible study

13

14

15

6:00 Council
meeting

10:30 Bible study

17

7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

10:30 Worship
(Commitment
Sunday)

18

16

19

20

9:00 Sunday
school

21

22

23

24

7:30
Thanksgiving
Eve worship

Pastor’s vacation

Pastor’s vacation

Pastor’s vacation

28

29

30

6:30
Confirmation

9:00 ROMEO
breakfast

10:30 Worship w/
the Lord’s Supper
Voter’s meeting

25
Pastor’s vacation
9:00 Sunday
school
10:30 Worship

26

27

10:30 Bible study
7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

Page 7

The mission of Ascension
Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
connect people to the one true
God—Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit—so that they may come to
know and believe they are saved for
eternal life by grace alone, through
faith alone, in Christ alone.

Rev. Greg Bauch, Pastor
610 W Old Hickory Blvd, Madison TN 37115
Church Office: (615) 868-2346
Office email: office@ascensionmadison.com
Pastor Greg: (904) 553-7066
Pastor’s email: pastorgregbauch@gmail.com
website: www.ascensionmadison.com
Sunday School & Bible Study at 9:00am
Coffee Half-hour at 10:00am
Worship at 10:30am

Please email newsletter submissions to office@ascensionmadison.com one week
before the 1st of the month.
Please email all weekly bulletin announcements for the upcoming Sunday to
office@ascensionmadison.com by Wednesday.
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