February 2019

Dear saints of Ascension,
If we haven’t fallen off it yet, our society is at the very edge of the precipice. There’s an
insidious evil at work to which we can’t be indifferent or apolitical. God’s people have a long history
of decrying godless societies, as a cursory reading of any major or minor prophet will show. It’s the
church that reminds every sinner of God’s eternal morality so that His will might be done, and the
church has been vocal in this time. Still, the past few years have seen society decline at an accelerated
pace.
David writes, “If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?” (Ps 11:3). The
foundations are indeed being destroyed, one brick’s destruction exposing another brick for destruction.
The redefinition of marriage in 2015 quickly and logically led to questioning one’s biological gender,
for if a man can assume the role of wife or a woman the role of husband, why should he or she be
pigeon-holed according to biology? All of a sudden, “gender identity” was up for grabs… and it
wasn’t something that could be proven, since one’s gender was self-disclosed based on feelings. Does
he feel like a woman today? Does she feel like a man? If the feeling is thought to be a permanent one,
he or she can have gender “reassignment” surgery. And that’s weaponized language, because if one’s
gender can be “reassigned,” then apparently at one point (usually at birth) it was “assigned,” which
infers gender is not truly biological! In fact, many states now allow for driver’s licenses to list one’s
sex as “non-binary,” undermining the biological truth of “male” or “female.”
We might think that this has nothing to do with us Christians. We might think that as long as we
remain resolute in the truth, others are simply deceiving themselves while we remain unharmed. But
the godless won’t let the church stand. The Equality Act is a proposal before Congress that would
redefine sex across all federal laws by adding “gender identity” to the current list of prohibited
discriminations. In an example that seems absurd even to consider, to restrict a man from entering a
women’s locker room is discrimination if he happens to feel like a woman. Christians and nonChristians alike would be at risk in such cases. But more narrowly concerning the church, federal law
can impose on institutions. Thus far, the church has been defended mightily by those upholding
religious freedom. But the attacks are ever-growing and exposing how the world wants to subject the
church to its standards. You can see it in the bitter outrage over the Vice President’s wife volunteering

at a Christian school. When Supreme Court Associate Justice Alito asked Solicitor General Verrilli
whether the 2015 redefinition of marriage could negatively impact Christian institutions, he responded,
“You know, I don’t think I can answer that question without knowing more specifics, but it’s certainly
going to be an issue. I don’t deny that. I don’t deny that, Justice Alito. It is—it is going to be an
issue” (www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2015/04/28/could-religious-institutions-losetax-exempt-status-over-supreme-courts-gay-marriage-case/). That response wouldn’t even have been
considered plausible ten years ago! But today, both marriage and gender are based on feelings instead
of biology in complete defiance to God’s word and creation. When foundations are being destroyed,
we speak God’s truth without compromise, for “the Lord is righteous; he loves righteous deeds” (Ps
11:7).
We will be persecuted, but persecution isn’t our only concern. Maybe more pressing is our
God-enabled love for our neighbor. As Christians, we’re called to love those with different
worldviews. This idea is often lost on those we aim to correct because correction is deemed arrogant,
closed-minded, and intolerant. Yet we pray for hearts to be changed by God’s enduring word of truth.
We don’t combat persecution with persecution, “but overcome evil with good” (Rom 12:21). We fight
for what’s right through the proper channels while caring for all. David writes, “If the foundations are
destroyed, what can the righteous do?” Actually, those words are the words of David’s acquaintances,
to which he responds, “In the Lord I take refuge… the upright shall behold his face” (Ps 11:1, 7). Yes,
the foundations are being destroyed, but “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of
the sea, though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling” (Ps 46:1-3). If
society falls off the precipice, take heart, for the almighty God is the refuge of you, His beloved.
In His name,

Pastor Greg
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LWML Meeting Saturday, February 9, 2019
from 10am – 12pm. All women are invited to
come and bring a friend.

Church Paraments Fund Established
We have established a fund to reserve donations toward
the purchase of new paraments. We currently employ two
altar frontlets and two lectern markers in five church
season colors: blue (Advent), white (Christmas, Easter,
and various festival days), green (pre-Lent and postTrinity), purple (Lent), and red (various festival days). If
you would like to contribute, please include the note “FBO
paraments” with your donation.

From the Choir Loft
The first rehearsal for the Lent/Easter season will be Wednesday, February 13
@ 7:00pm, rehearsing until 8:15pm. We will need the time because
Lent/Easter has a few more services than Advent/Christmas.
Again, thank you for your very nice comments on our Christmas music. I
especially appreciate it, as do our singers. It helps us to work to prepare music
that enriches our worship. We had four of our children who joined us for one
of our selections. They added a great deal to the anthem that we sang, and all
of us enjoyed and appreciated their participation. If you would like to sing with
us, please accept this as an official invitation. My wish list includes two sopranos, two altos, and two male
voices. I do know that I have a very long wish list. One gentleman at a recent meeting of choir directors
stated that the latest research indicates the average church choir participation rates have dropped from the
size of 20 to 12. I found that particularly bothersome. Maybe my expectations for 10 will need to be reevaluated. Lastly, please keep us in your prayers as we prepare to sing in worship. Also, if you feel that you
don’t have a great voice, neither do most of us who have ever sung in a choir. But the wonderful thing
about singing together is that we are all better when we sing together.
Sincerely, Dennis Anderson
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Organizations and people we support:

http://rescue1global.org/

https://www.trinityhope.org/

http://helpmadison.org/

https://nashvillerescuemission.org/

https://www.hopeclinicforwomen.org/

Caring Closet and other programs
http://www.lstn.org/

International Health Partners
http://ihptz.org/

Seminarian Corey Shaffer and family
https://www.csl.edu/

Missionary photographer: Johanna Heidorn
https://www.lcms.org/heidorn

Missionaries in Germany: Carl and Karen Cecil
https://www.lcms.org/cecil
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Dear Ascension Lutheran Church,
Grüße aus dem schönen Dresden! Greetings
from beautiful Dresden!
The mission of the Cross continues in the
new year to present many opportunities to
love & serve our neighbors from around the
world. Consider joining our refugee mission
for 2019. We are so thankful that you
journey with us in prayer and support!
www.LCMS.org/GiveNow/Cecil
Next Conference call is scheduled for 10 Feb
- Sunday 5:30pm (EASTERN) 1-646-5588656, PIN 333795013#
Please read and share the latest news of
what a first generation of faith looks like.
Vielen Grüße,
Carl & Karen Cecil
+0-703-585-9651 (WhatsApp)
German Handy 049-176-7312-6284
Carl.Cecil@LCMS.org

February 3
Dennis Fritz
Michael Patterson
Dennis Fritz
John Boggs &
John Kubitz

February 10
Pastor Greg
TBD
Dennis Fritz
John Boggs &
John Kubitz

February 17
Judie Mader
Michael Patterson
Dennis Fritz
John Boggs &
John Kubitz

February 24
Linda Fritz
TBD
Dennis Fritz
John Boggs &
John Kubitz

Cantor

Tim Hanusa

Mark LaLumondier

Tim Hanusa

N/A

Altar
Guild

Joan Johnson &
Linda Fritz

Joan Johnson &
Linda Fritz

Joan Johnson &
Linda Fritz

Joan Johnson &
Linda Fritz

Lector
Acolyte
Elder
Ushers

If you’re unable to serve, please find a replacement.

Coffee Half-hour
February 3: Kathy Meyers
February 10: Linda Fritz
February 17: Minae Hayashi
February 24: Ora Mae Golter

The Organist
February 3: Minae Hayashi
February 10: Cindy Dougherty
February 17: Minae Hayashi
February 24: Cindy Dougherty

Birthdays

Anniversaries

February 1: Diane Gupton
February 6: LaVon Golter
February 7: Andrew Fuller
February 16: Maya Harleston
February 21: Sara Dillon
February 21: Erick Kendall
February 25: Frances Boggs
February 26: Dennis Anderson
February 27: Carolyne Willis
February 28: Robert Mader

February 10: Corey & Katie Shaffer
February 16: Russ & Jane Gullett
February 22: Danny & Joan Johnson

Baptismal Birthdays
February 1: Samantha Golter
February 7: John Hanley
February 7: Rachel Oehlkers
February 8: Jonathan Wright
February 10: Mark LaLumondier
February 11: Dennis Fritz
February 15: Isabella Gerson
February 17: Liz Brown
February 18: Sophia Mai
February 19: Al Montes

If a celebration is incorrect or missing, please call (615-868-2346) or email
(office@ascensionmadison.com) the church office so our records can be updated. Thanks!
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Sun

3

Mon

4

February
Wed

Tue

5

9:00 Sunday
school

Thu

6

7

6:30
Confirmation

10:30 Bible study

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9
10:00 LWML

7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

10:30 Worship w/
the Lord’s Supper
5:00 Super Bowl
party

10

11

12

13

14

9:00 Sunday
school

6:30
Confirmation

10:30 Bible study

10:30 Worship

7:00 Choir
rehearsal

15

16

22

23

7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

11:45
Constitution and
By-laws revision
meeting

17

20

21

9:00 Sunday
school

6:30
Confirmation

10:30 Bible study

10:30 Worship w/
the Lord’s Supper

7:00 Choir
rehearsal

24

18

26

7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

27

28

9:00 Sunday
school

6:30
Confirmation

9:00 ROMEO
breakfast

10:30 Worship

7:00 Choir
rehearsal

10:30 Bible study

11:30 Voter’s
Assembly

25

19

7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous
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The mission of Ascension
Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
connect people to the one true
God—Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit—so that they may come to
know and believe they are saved for
eternal life by grace alone, through
faith alone, in Christ alone.

Rev. Greg Bauch, Pastor
610 W Old Hickory Blvd, Madison TN 37115
Church Office: (615) 868-2346
Office email: office@ascensionmadison.com
Pastor Greg: (904) 553-7066
Pastor’s email: pastorgregbauch@gmail.com
website: www.ascensionmadison.com
Sunday School & Bible Study at 9:00am
Coffee Half-hour at 10:00am
Worship at 10:30am

Please email newsletter submissions to office@ascensionmadison.com one week
before the 1st of the month.
Please email all weekly bulletin announcements for the upcoming Sunday to
office@ascensionmadison.com by Wednesday.
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