April 2019

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
It’s hard to estimate how much stock to put into a survey—sampling errors (e.g., poorly
represented populations) and non-sampling errors (e.g., biased surveys) are difficult to avoid.
Still, I was taken aback by a recent survey of millennials (those born between 1981 and 1996)
that reported one-third claim their lives to be more stressful than the average person. Of course,
that might be a reasonable claim—even a good claim—depending on the causes of stress. If
millennials worry more about food, shelter, clothing, and health than the average person, I’d say
they’re worrying about things of real importance. But the survey revealed a very different set of
sources of stress. Of the top ten millennial stressors, half pertain to frivolous technological
“problems”: losing one’s phone, slow wi-fi, a dying phone battery, lost passwords, forgetting a
charger. I was relieved to see that the average millennial hasn’t gone completely incorporeal
since the second-highest stressor is arguing with a significant other. On the other hand, “One in
five reports that getting zero likes on a social media post is more stress-inducing than having a
big argument with their partner.” In addition, a broken phone screen induces more stress than
job security and loan payments. What these survey results say to me is that our society’s
younger generations have entered into an era of affluence and self-concern that has severely
obscured genuine human needs.
Most church folk would contend that we should meet millennials “where they are.”
Actually, that’s true for all people! It’s impossible to share the gospel without somehow
relating to an individual’s unique life. The real issue is how we relate, because meeting or
appealing to frivolous needs won’t make inroads to the greatest human need. In fact, most
things considered “needs” aren’t really “needs” at all, but aspirations anyone can live without.
It’s monumentally difficult—I would suggest impossible—to fulfill people’s frivolous needs
and then point them to their greatest need, because fulfilling a frivolous need simply reinforces
that need on some level. This isn’t to discredit the random act of kindness, since helping
someone to move their belongings or fix a tire or cross the street can lead to conversation (and

loving your neighbor is a good thing!). But it’s hard enough to go from that random act of
kindness to the gospel, for “it is part of sin that sin remains hidden in our nature and cannot be
fully recognized” (AE 12:339)—the distance between perceived “need” and forgiveness isn’t
reduced by attention to lesser needs. The church has historically provided basic sustenance and
health care because it knows the value of and is called to protect life—a glance at the
organizations and people we support in this newsletter’s “Missions and Ministry” page shows
we are doing this. But the greatest need—which is the sinner’s need for Christ—is unlike any
other; thus, sin must be addressed.
So how do we meet millennials “where they are”? The same way we meet anyone else
where they are: by drawing attention to the effects of sin in his or her life and the complete
restoration found only in Christ. It’s not about a broken phone screen but broken relationships,
not about a phone battery dying but our inevitable death. The paradox is that technology seems
to have increased interaction, yet decreased meaningful interaction. Conversations in which we
might relate to an individual’s unique life are harder to come by, because our opportunity has
been reduced to 280 characters for any given tweet. But our life together provides the model:
we continue to gather as the body of Christ corporeally (Ps 122:1; Heb 10:25), and we strive to
gather with others in the same manner, because the gospel is incarnational and spoken, such that
“faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ” (Rom 10:17).
In His holy name,

Pastor Greg
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LWML Meeting Saturday, April 13, 2019 from
10am – 12pm. All women are invited to come
and bring a friend!
The Ascension LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League) thanks you for all the support you give us as
we strive to Serve the Lord with Gladness! Your prayers, encouragement, and support of our projects through
the year mean so much to us! Some of our projects include our annual Soup Sale, assembling Lutheran World
Relief School and Personal Care Kits, Christmas Gift Baskets for Ascension shut-ins, and Christmas greetings
to those served through the Christian Cooperative Ministry. We also thank you for your Mite Contributions
which go to support the ministries that are selected to receive mission grants. You are helping to support the
important work of missions through the LWML. Mite Box contributions have funded over $100 million of
mission grants since 1948 on the District and National level. We would love for you to join us the second
Saturday of each month from 10 am to noon for our meeting, a Bible Study, and Fellowship luncheon.

A Little
Luther
“We treat the
forgiveness of sins in
two ways. First, how it is
achieved and won. Second, how it is distributed
and given to us. Christ has achieved it on the
cross, it is true. But he has not distributed or
given it on the cross. He has not won it in the
supper or sacrament. There he has distributed
and given it through the Word, as also in the
gospel, where it is preached. He has won it once
for all on the cross. But the distribution takes
place continuously, before and after, from the
beginning to the end of the world. …If now I
seek the forgiveness of sins, I do not run to the
cross for I will not find it given there. …But I
will find in the sacrament or gospel the word
which distributes, presents, offers, and gives to
me that forgiveness which was won on the
cross.” (Against the Heavenly Prophets, 1525;
AE 40:213-14)

Please join us for Risen at 12:00pm in the
Fellowship Hall after Palm Sunday
worship. This movie follows the Roman
tribune who oversaw Jesus’ crucifixion
as he investigates the missing body of the
man who some contend is resurrected!
Warning: contains violent scenes of
battle and crucifixion (rated PG-13)
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Organizations and people we support:

http://rescue1global.org/

Greetings from Concordia Seminary in St Louis!
https://www.trinityhope.org/

http://helpmadison.org/

https://nashvillerescuemission.org/

https://www.hopeclinicforwomen.org/

Caring Closet and other programs
http://www.lstn.org/

International Health Partners
http://ihptz.org/

Seminarian Corey Shaffer and family
https://www.csl.edu/

Missionary photographer: Johanna Heidorn
https://www.lcms.org/heidorn

Missionaries in Germany: Carl and Karen Cecil
https://www.lcms.org/cecil

I'm half-way through the second semester of my
second year, and I will find out on May 1st where I
will be going on vicarage. This is a magnificent
thought for me. I remember watching the Call
Service for Pastor Greg with anticipation that
Ascension would receive a seminarian. This vicarage
placement service, for me, is in some ways a
foretaste of the final placement and Call that (the
Lord willing) will direct in just a couple years. I will
be spending an entire year at a vicarage
congregation, somewhere/anywhere in the US,
starting this coming Summer. That congregation will
be blessed (we pray) to receive me as a full-time
church worker, and I will be blessed (I'm sure) with
the experience of serving God's people on a daily
and weekly basis. This experience rests on the
foundation of these past two years of study, and it
will be followed by an additional year of study (to
debrief and reflect on my strengths and
weaknesses). The end goal is still the same: Thanks
to your continued support, I will hail from Ascension
in Madison when I receive a Call to fill a vacancy
within the LCMS. I remember our vacancy, and I
think fondly of your anticipation of the day when
Ascension helps provide a church in vacancy with a
pastor ... much like was done for our church through
another congregation just a few years ago. God's
peace to all of you. Thanks again for your thoughts
and prayers.
In Christ,
Corey, Katie, Paige & Scott Shaffer

Lector
Acolyte
Elder
Ushers
Cantor
Altar
Guild

April 7
Dennis Fritz

April 14
April 21
April 28
Pastor Greg
Pastor Greg
Judie Mader
Michael Patterson
Michael Patterson
TBD
TBD
(procession)
(procession)
Phil Weinert
Phil Weinert
Phil Weinert
Phil Weinert
Rick Speitel & Cecil Rick Speitel & Cecil Rick Speitel & Cecil Rick Speitel & Cecil
Willis
Willis
Willis
Willis
Tim Hanusa
Mark LaLumondier
Tim Hanusa
N/A
Cindy Dougherty & Cindy Dougherty & Cindy Dougherty & Cindy Dougherty &
Grace Lehmann
Grace Lehmann
Grace Lehmann
Grace Lehmann

If you’re unable to serve, please find a replacement.

Coffee Half-hour
April 7: Jane Chitren
April 14: Kathy Meyers
April 21: Easter Potluck
April 28: Linda Fritz

The Organist
April 7: Minae Hayashi
April 14: Cindy Dougherty
April 21: Minae Hayashi
April 28: Cindy Dougherty

Birthdays

Anniversaries

April 2: Ora Mae Golter
April 2: Sara Hancock
April 3: Deliah Gerson
April 6: Caleb Oehlkers
April 9: Yuji Hayashi
April 10: Adalyn Spann
April 15: Jennifer Cole
April 18: Jane Gullett
April 19: Shan Rose
April 22: Ann Husband
April 26: Chris Fritz
April 28: Amy Conner
April 28: Ann Fuller

April 6: Dennis & Connie Anderson
April 23: Dave & Liz Brown
April 24: Abdelseed & Alizabeth Murran
April 28: Jeff & Pam Oehlkers

Baptismal Birthdays
April 2: Frances Boggs
April 10: Dave Brown
April 14: Yuji Hayashi
April 16: Minae Hayashi
April 22: Jeff Oehlkers
April 24: Bill Speitel

If a celebration is incorrect or missing, please call (615-868-2346) or email
(office@ascensionmadison.com) the church office so our records can be updated. Thanks!
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Sun

Mon
1

April
Wed

Tue
2

3

4

6:00 Lenten
dinner

10:30 Bible study

7:30 Lenten
worship

7

11

9:00 Sunday
school

6:00 Lenten
dinner

10:30 Bible study

10:30 Worship w/
the Lord’s Supper

7:30 Lenten
worship

15

9

16

17

Fri

Sat

5

6

12

13

7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

10

14

8

Thu

10:00 LWML

7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

18

19

9:00 Sunday
school

7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

2:00 Good Friday
afternoon service

10:30 Palm
Sunday Worship
w/ the Lord’s
Supper

7:30 Maundy
Thursday w/ the
Lord’s Supper

7:30 Good Friday
evening service

25

26

20

12:00 Fellowship
movie: Risen

21

22

23

24

9:00 Easter
potluck breakfast

9:00 ROMEO
breakfast

10:00 Children’s
Easter egg hunt

10:30 Bible study
7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

10:30 Easter
Worship w/ the
Lord’s Supper

28

27

29

30

9:00 Sunday
school
10:30 Worship
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The mission of Ascension
Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
connect people to the one true
God—Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit—so that they may come to
know and believe they are saved for
eternal life by grace alone, through
faith alone, in Christ alone.

Rev. Greg Bauch, Pastor
610 W Old Hickory Blvd, Madison TN 37115
Church Office: (615) 868-2346
Office email: office@ascensionmadison.com
Pastor Greg: (904) 553-7066
Pastor’s email: pastorgregbauch@gmail.com
website: www.ascensionmadison.com
Sunday School & Bible Study at 9:00am
Coffee Half-hour at 10:00am
Worship at 10:30am

Please email newsletter submissions to office@ascensionmadison.com one week
before the 1st of the month.
Please email all weekly bulletin announcements for the upcoming Sunday to
office@ascensionmadison.com by Wednesday.
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