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Dear saints (and sinners) of Ascension, 
 

As we near the end of the first-half of the church year (Advent through Easter), I’d like to take 
the time and speak to what we call “the Church Militant.”  The death and resurrection of Jesus has 
freed us from all sin and raised human nature from the dead… yet here we are, struggling with sin, 
continuing on until death with this sinful nature wound inextricably around our flesh.  We don’t want 
to sin, but we do (Rom 7:15, 19).  It’s a heartbreaking circumstance, one that should lead us to sorrow 
and the continued reception of Christ’s forgiveness; as Martin Luther writes, “Forgiveness is constantly 
needed, for… we are never without sin because we carry our flesh around our neck” (Large Catechism 
II.54).  Hence, we are militant.  Those who have died in the faith are the Church Triumphant, no longer 
subject to flesh contaminated with sin.  Luther explains this distinction well, for we are “daily assaulted 
by sin, death, devil, and the law… fighters under the Lord, who is Christ Jesus.  This is why the Church 
living in this life is called militant, not triumphant.  Certainly, after this life, when all our enemies will 
be destroyed and when also death, our last enemy, will be subdued and destroyed, then we will 
triumph” (Antinomian Disputations V.Preface).  In faith and Easter joy we are saints who are also 
sinners, two opposites in one person at the same time, fighting against ourselves as those prone to sin.  
It’s a perpetual battle until we die.  Why do you want to be a saint?  Because you know yourself to be a 
sinner.  Why are you sorrowful after sinning?  Because you want to be a saint.  And you are a saint in 
Christ and His forgiveness. 

Perhaps the greatest evidence of our existence as both saint and sinner is the Lord’s Prayer.  
Jesus gives this prayer to His believing disciples and tells them to pray, “forgive us our sins.”  As 
Luther so candidly states, “You are a saint and pray because of sin.  You make sense of it” (AD V.6).  
Christ has declared us to be saints, yet we pray for forgiveness.  It doesn’t seem to compute.  Our 
“linear” and “categorical” thinking says we move from being sinners to saints, a shift from one status 
to another.  Yet we are both saint and sinner at the same time: Christ’s righteousness ascribed to us 
through faith, our sinful flesh remaining until death.  Why does it persist this way?  Because God—in 
perfect wisdom—has chosen for this fallen world to continue unto the salvation of many.  And on the 
Last Day our previously contaminated flesh will rise in perfect sinlessness, the perishable putting on 
the imperishable, the mortal putting on immortality, and the Church Triumphant will dwell with God 
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forever (1 Jn 3:2; 1 Cor 15:53).  But for now we are the Church Militant—a short section of our 
hymnal that includes many beloved hymns, such as, “Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word,” “A 
Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” “Onward Christian Soldiers,” and “O Little Flock Fear Not the Foe.”  
We sing these hymns as saints waging battle against the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 

Which brings me to a Scripture that must be considered: “Or do you not know that the 
unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Cor 6:9-10; cf. Gal 5:19-21; 
Eph 5:5).  Of course, no one can claim to have not sinned in some manner—even the man who wrote 
this claimed to be the foremost sinner (1 Ti 1:15).  But do Paul’s words to the Corinthians imply no one 
can inherit the kingdom of God?  No, because the “unrighteous” are those who continue sinning 
without the faith that admits and sorrows over sin, thereafter receiving forgiveness unto the 
righteousness of Christ.  The apostle continues, “And such were some of you.  But you were washed, 
you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our 
God” (1 Cor 6:11), for through baptism (“washed”) you were made saints (“sanctified”) and declared 
free from sin (“justified”)!  Now “the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance be 
drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live 
before God in righteousness and purity forever” (Small Catechism, Baptism 4). 

You should be heartbroken over your sins: those you committed in the past, those you commit 
today, those you will commit tomorrow.  The statement, “I have no regrets,” is inherently unchristian, 
because there is no sugar-coating the sin that sent Jesus to the cross.  Yet in your brokenness of heart 
God comes to you, forgiving and renewing you as saints in His Church Militant to fight against sin 
until you leave this world.  We will all struggle to the day we die, but Christ is with us and strengthens 
us in battle knowing that the war is already won! 
 
In His name, 
Pastor Greg 
 

 

 



Page 3 

 

All ladies of Ascension are invited to attend the 
May LWML Meeting: Saturday, May 12, 10:00am-

noon (lunch to follow). 

 
 

MONTHLY MOVIE  

 
STAR WARS IV: A NEW HOPE 

Sunday, May 20, 2018  
Movie starting at 2:30 p.m. 

In the Fellowship Hall 
SNACKS PROVIDED:  CINNAMON BUNS and 

TWIZZLERS 

GAME NIGHT 

 
Progressive Monopoly Game Night 
(a combination of musical chairs and 

monopoly) 
 

Bring your favorite snacks and drinks and 
see who wins! 

 
Friday, May 11, 2018 

Fellowship starting at 6:00 p.m. with 
games to begin at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall
 
 

To my friends at Ascension, 
       I would like to thank you for the love and support you have shown me and my family over the 
years.  We really appreciate being part of a Christian community like Ascension.  My Goddaughter, 
Alyssa, moved to Gallatin and tried going to a different church.  She told me she wanted to come 
back to Ascension because “It is a nice warm church!” 
       Now that our children are finally all on the east coast, we will be moving to Fort Mills, SC.  
After a lot of sweat equity, Mom’s house is on the market.  Then it will be our turn.  We are not 
“shaking the dust of this town off our sandals.”  We need to be closer to our children and Grands.  
Please know you will be missed and we hope to settle into a “warm” church once we get to our 
new home.  Thanks, again. 

Jen and Jim Meyers 
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Organizations and people we support: 
 

 
http://rescue1global.org/ 

 
https://www.trinityhope.org/ 

 
http://helpmadison.org/ 

 
https://nashvillerescuemission.org/ 

 
https://www.hopeclinicforwomen.org/ 

 
International Health Partners 

http://ihptz.org/ 

 
Seminarian Corey Shaffer and family 

https://www.csl.edu/ 

 
Missionary photographer: Johanna Heidorn 

https://www.lcms.org/heidorn 

 
Missionaries in Germany: Carl and Karen Cecil 

https://www.lcms.org/cecil 
 

 
 
Dear Members of Ascension, 
 
He is Risen! The message shared with the 
children in our schools throughout Haiti, 
providing HOPE every child deserves. The 
children are half way through their school 
year in Haiti and have the ability to learn 
because of the bowls of rice and beans you 
have provided to them each day. You are 
giving thousands of the world’s hungriest 
children a chance for a full life. They are 
eager to come to school to learn and this 
one simple meal is helping them grow 
stronger physically and spiritually because 
of our partnership with the Christian 
schools they attend. This has been a good 
school year so far with no major hurricanes 
or tropical storms, allowing the food prices 
to stay constant. This month marks the 
beginning of our mission team visits, who 
will be greeted enthusiastically by the 
Haitian children in song. We are excited to 
share with you pictures, drawings and notes 
from the children you are feeding daily [see 
the Social Ministry board outside the 
Fellowship Hall]. Please keep them wrapped 
in prayer as they continue to grow and live 
with a purpose full of HOPE, sharing the 
story of their Risen Savior!  
 
God’s blessings, 
Denise Gudlin



 
If you’re unable to serve, please find a replacement. 

 

Coffee Half-hour 
 
May 6: Jane Chitren 
May 13: Kathy Meyers 
May 20: Linda Fritz 
May 27: Memorial Day weekend 
 

 
The Organist 

May 6: Minae Hayashi  
May 13: Cindy Dougherty  

May 20: Minae Hayashi  
May 27: Cindy Dougherty 

  
 

 

May 6 May13 May 20 May 27
Lector Rick Speitel Trisha Lalumondier Pastor Greg Pastor Greg
Acolyte Ben Conner TBD Ben Conner TBD
Elder Dennis Fritz Dennis Fritz Dennis Fritz Dennis Fritz

Ushers Cecil Willis & Nathan 
Oehlkers

Cecil Willis & Nathan 
Oehlkers

Cecil Willis & Nathan 
Oehlkers

Cecil Willis & Nathan 
Oehlkers

Cantor Tim Hanusa Mark LaLumondier Tim Hanusa N/A

Altar 
Guild

Susan Hanley & Pam 
Oehlkers & Kate 

Conner

Susan Hanley & Pam 
Oehlkers

Susan Hanley & Pam 
Oehlkers & Kaytlyn 

Deland

Susan Hanley & Pam 
Oehlkers
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Birthdays 
 
May 7: Shannon Rose 
May 11: Diane Kelly 
May 18: Sandy Bradley 
May 18: John Wright 
May 19: Connie Anderson 
May 19: Ben Conner 
May 23: Danny Johnson 
May 29: Angel Foster 

 

Anniversaries 
 
May 13: Robert & Amy Conner 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Baptismal Birthdays 
 
May 1: Linda Fritz  
May 10: Susan Hanley 
May 10: Carolyne Willis  
May 11: Sara Blittle  
May 11: Chris Fritz 
May 11: Caleb Oehlkers 
May 18: Zach LaLumondier 
May 20: OraMae Golter 
May 22: Kiari Houston 
May 23: Trish LaLumondier 
May 24: Cora Houston 
May 25: Jennifer Meyers 
May 25: Shannon Rose 

 
 

If a celebration is incorrect or missing, please call (615-868-2346) or email 
(office@ascensionmadison.com) the church office so our records can be updated.  Thanks! 
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May 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

 
Pastor’s 
conference 
 

2 
 
Pastor’s 
conference 
 

3 
 
10:30 Bible study 
 
7:00 Narcotics 
Anonymous 

4 
 
 

5 
 
 

6 
 
9:00 Sunday 
School 
 
10:30 Worship w/ 
Lord’s supper 
 
 
 

7 8 
 

9 
 

10 
 
10:30 Bible study 
 
7:00 Narcotics 
Anonymous 
 
 

11 
 
6:00 Fellowship 
game night 
 

12 
 
10:00 LWML 

13 
 
9:00 Sunday 
School 
 
10:30 Worship 

14 15 
 

16 
 

17 
 
Men’s fishing 
retreat 
 
10:30 Bible study 
 
7:00 Narcotics 
Anonymous 
 
 

18 
 
Men’s fishing 
retreat 
 
 

19 
 
Men’s fishing 
retreat 
 

20 
 
9:00 Sunday 
School 
 
10:30 Worship w/ 
Lord’s supper 
 
2:30 Fellowship 
monthly movie 
 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 
10:30 Bible study 
 
7:00 Narcotics 
Anonymous 

25 26 

27 
 
9:00 Sunday 
School 
 
10:30 Worship 
 
 
 

28 
 
 

29 30 31 
 
9:00 Retired 
ROMEO 
Breakfast 
 
10:30 Bible study 
 
7:00 Narcotics 
Anonymous 
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The mission of Ascension 
Evangelical Lutheran Church is to 
connect people to the one true 
God—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit—so that they may come to 
know and believe they are saved for 
eternal life by grace alone, through 
faith alone, in Christ alone. 

 
Rev. Greg Bauch, Pastor 
610 W Old Hickory Blvd, Madison TN 37115 
 
Church Office: (615) 868-2346 
Office email: office@ascensionmadison.com 
Pastor Greg: (904) 553-7066 
Pastor’s email: pastorgregbauch@gmail.com 
website: www.ascensionmadison.com 
 
Sunday School & Bible Study at 9:00am 
Coffee Half-hour at 10:00am 
Worship at 10:30am 
 
 
 

Please email newsletter submissions to office@ascensionmadison.com one week 
before the 1st of the month. 

 
Please email all weekly bulletin announcements for the upcoming Sunday to 

office@ascensionmadison.com by Wednesday. 


