
May 2020 
 
 
 

 
Dear saints in Christ, 
 

The onset of Earth Day’s 50th anniversary coupled with the current pandemic led many 
to conclude that Mother Nature is having her revenge.  One personality tweeted, “Mother 
Nature has sent us to our rooms… like the spoilt children we are.  She gave us time and she 
gave us warnings.  She was so patient with us.”  The United Nations environment chief, Inger 
Andersen, said, “nature is sending us a message.  …If we don’t take care of nature, we can’t 
take care of ourselves.  And as we hurtle towards a population of 10 billion people on this 
planet, we need to go into this future armed with nature as our strongest ally” 
(https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/25/coronavirus-nature-is-sending-us-a-message-
says-un-environment-chief).  Even Pope Francis commented, “God always forgives, man 
sometimes forgives, but nature never forgives.  …We have sinned against the Earth, against our 
neighbor and, in the end, against the creator” (https://www.huffpost.com/entry/pope-francis-
earth-day-2020_n_5ea05e31c5b69150246bf395). 

Of course, nature neither hates you nor loves you.  It cannot judge you, or be your friend, 
or be an object of sin.  It is not conscious or self-aware, nor does it have agency as in the ability 
to make choices.  Nature is impersonal.  The idea of a “Mother Earth” is an utterly pagan belief 
that personalizes the impersonal—an idea modern philosophy appropriated from the ancient 
Greek worship of the goddess Gaia.  One might protest and point to Isaiah who writes, “the 
mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field 
shall clap their hands” (Is 55:12); however, these words are merely poetic visions of divinely-
instilled joy and peace. 

At the same time, we do refer to “natural evil,” because nature causes loss.  That is why 
we pray for safety from inclement weather and harmful illness.  If a tornado devastates a city or 
a pandemic ravages a populace, we say these are bad things caused by nature.  The question 
then becomes: was nature always evil, or did it become evil?  The former is the assertion of 
eastern philosophies like Gnosticism, Hinduism, and Buddhism, which define salvation as 
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escape from the physical world; the latter is the truth revealed in Scripture, for God said to 
Adam, “cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field” (Ge 3:17-
18).  Not only was the productivity of the ground stunted, but weather patterns were twisted, 
animal instincts corrupted, and microscopic organisms tainted.  Man committed the sin that 
negatively affected nature, and likewise the fate of the world is tied to the fate of man, since 
“the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God” (Rom 8:19). 

God is not evil, nor did He create nature evil.  But man sinned and dragged nature down 
with him, for “cursed is the ground because of you”—the world’s natural evil is due to our sin.  
Yet God has promised a “revealing of the sons of God” that is “the redemption of our bodies” 
(Rom 8:23).  The Son of God became man and joined this naturally evil world to demonstrate 
His power over it by calming storms and healing diseases.  Even more, He subjected Himself to 
the world’s personal evil to forgive your sin, raise your body, and set you in a new heaven and 
a new earth for life with God forever!  And the absolute assurance of this is His death and 
resurrection, so that now “we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as 
we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.”  Whether it’s a tornado 
passing through Nashville or a virus passing through your body, know that Christ has overcome 
this naturally evil world such that “the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory that is to be revealed to us,” when “instead of the thorn shall come up the 
cypress, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle” (Rom 8:18; Is 55:13). 
 
In His holy name, 
Pastor Greg 
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Below is an article and a prayer from a 1918 (v37) edition of the Lutheran Witness, written during the influenza 
pandemic.  I include them here in part to illustrate how perspectives may have changed over the past 100 years, and also 

to emphasize the unchanging need for godly repentance and divine mercy in every age.  —Pastor Greg 
 
 

The Epidemic 
by Rev. Richard Jesse 

 
Our country is suffering under another scourge of the 

Almighty. To war is added an epidemic that has prostrated 
thousands on the bed of sickness, and given the summons 
of death to other thousands. More soldiers of our army 
have fallen prey to it, according to common report, than 
the toll exacted by the German implements of death. The 
production of natural resources is crippled. Our output of 
coal in the anthracite regions alone is reduced by an 
average of 1,200,000 tons a month. Business is suffering; 
places of amusement, schools, even the churches are 
closed in many and large sections, and the fear of death is 
tormenting many. 

What are the lessons the Lord would impress upon 
us? He has not left us ignorant. He has spoken through the 
mouth of Moses and the prophets. Whatever may be the 
causes of the disease that lie on the surface, the sending 
of 200,000 [laborers] from the plague-infested portions of 
Northern China to France, the capture of many of these by 
the German army and the subsequent outbreak among the 
Teutonic soldiers and in Spain, the return of American 
soldiers to camps and cantonments in this country to serve 
as instructors, who brought the germs with them; the 
Pfeiffer bacillus; the streptococcus and other germs; these 
and other possible causes may have been employed by 
Providence to spread the plague and strike many hearts 
with consternation. The one original and real cause of all 
sickness, however, is naught but man’s sin. Sickness and 
death came into the world when God pronounced 
sentence upon the first trembling sinner, and ever since 
sin-sick humanity has been subject to diseases that wore 
the strongest down to make unconditional surrender to 
death. To Israel, God announced as a threat that He would 
make their plagues wonderful and their sicknesses of long 
duration in the day of their departure from His Law, and 
David was made to feel its execution. In boastful pride he 
insisted upon the numbering of his army, a mighty host of 
1,300,000 valiant men. God gave him an epidemic of 
three days’ duration, which reduced the man-power 
whereof he was proud by 70,000 men. And on the last 
page of the Bible, God for once and forever threatens to 
add unto all who add to His words the plagues that are 
written in the Book. Sin is the cause of sickness.  

Can we lift our heads in self-righteousness, denying 
or minimizing our guilt, insinuating against the justice of 

God in letting us come under the plague? On every hand 
we hear voices that deny the very presence among us of 
sin, or that make boast of our superior goodness. The 
Chinese may be heathen, the German enemy atrociously 
guilty, the Turk simply unspeakable; compared with them 
we feel rich, and increased with goods, and have need of 
nothing. But comparing ourselves with those who are 
worse in our opinion, and when judged by the standard of 
man, we close our eyes against the sins of which we are 
guilty when judged by the standard of God. 

Boasters call us a Christian nation. Where are the 
evidences of our national Christianity? Not in the fact that 
two thirds of our citizens, more than 66,000,000 of them, 
are professedly churchless, confessedly ignorers of Him 
who sitteth in the heavens; atheists, if not theoretically, 
yet practically so. Do we find evidences of Christianity 
among the sects of this “land of many sects”? Not where 
Agnosticism, Rationalism, Unitarianism, Pharisaism, 
empty Moralism has ejected the very Christ as the 
vicarious and only Savior of humanity. We blaspheme the 
name of God on the streets in the besetting sin of profanity 
of so universal proportions that the English-speaking 
people have been nicknamed the “Goddams” from their 
favorite curse-word. Little wonder that where God’s 
name, His Word, and His authority are despised, the 
authority of man is held in utter contempt. Witness the 
docket in our courts; note the docket of the Juvenile 
Courts. What an alarming percentage of the offenders are 
mere youths, striplings! While justly condemning the 
murderous U-boat warfare, which sinks ships even to the 
drowning of women and children in utter helplessness, 
dare we close our eyes against the fact that by the 
abolition of capital punishment in a number of States we 
are standing like guardian angels over the murderers in 
our own midst to shield the lives of the very criminals who 
murder our policemen and endanger the very foundations 
of the Government, the desirable form of which we are 
recommending to other nations, and all constituted 
authority? Nay, does not the warning of Theodore 
Roosevelt still ring in our ears which warns the nation 
against that cold-blooded murder, the nipping in the bud 
of life more tender and helpless than that of women and 
babes in midocean? While shocked at the stories of rapine 
and ravished chastity that come from across the seas, shall 
we smile with easy toleration on the close second we are 
running for the world’s divorce record; at those who favor 
the introduction of what Sophie Arnoult, a famous actress, 
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called the sacrament of adultery, test-marriages, reducing 
the marriage union to a mere civil contract of transitory 
character for licensed concubinage? We are resolved to 
banish from the earth, if we can, the national greed of 
those who, not satisfied with their place in the sun, seek 
to enrich themselves through bloody wars of conquest at 
the expense of other nations. God bless the effort and the 
issue! But while trying to subdue national greed, is there 
no individual avarice that would join house to house and 
field to field, till the mighty and opulent are placed alone 
in the midst of the earth? No greedy chase after the 
Almighty Dollar that defrauds the neighbor? David was 
brought down for numbering his army in a boastful pride. 
We cannot say that there has been national gratitude to 
God for the large man-power He has given us as a 
valuable asset against the day of battle, and a humble 
admission that He who has given the power must also give 
the protection and victory. 

God has no pleasure in the death of the wicked. He 
would have all men come to repentance, to be saved. The 
epidemic is His call to repentance. He would have us to 
inquire into our past ways, and wherein we have departed 
from the Lord. He has given us a demonstration to the eye 
how easily He can cause our power to melt, our resources 
to be of no avail, our production to be crippled, our 
soldiery to dwindle down. He has forcibly reminded us of 
our frailty, and how soon we may have to appear before 
His judgment seat. He would have us acknowledge 
humbly our dependence upon His favor, repent of the 
things we have done amiss, and flee for fatherly refuge 
and divine forgiveness to the Savior, whose merits alone 
can reconcile God and cause His favor to rest upon us 
again. He that hath an ear, let him hear. 

May we hope for a national repentance? Past 
experience tells us nay. Only last May our Chief 
Executive called upon the nation to observe a day of 
fasting, humiliation, and prayer, beseeching the Lord to 
forgive our sins and shortcomings as a people whereby we 
have deserved the chastisement of war at His hands. Was 
the request heeded? In this manner that the day was 
devoted largely to auto and other outings with well-filled 
baskets or other provision for an acceptable lunch. That 
was the fasting and humiliation of many. The praying 
consisted most largely, we fear, in that wicked way of 
praying which beseeches God to damn everything in 
general or anything in particular. 

That God, despite such conduct, is seemingly giving 
us the victory in these very days is divine mercy, divine 
longsuffering and patience that passes our understanding. 
Oh, let us pray God that His unspeakable mercy may yet 
accomplish what the terrible scourges of war and 
epidemic failed to work. Let us who see and know the 

intentions of the Lord heed His call to repentance, and 
beseech God earnestly, as did Abraham of old, to spare 
the land yet longer for the sake of the righteous, lest they 
perish with the wicked. 

 
 

 
A Prayer during the Epidemic 

by Rev. Martin Walker 
 
Dear Father in heaven, we are not worthy to be called 

Thy children; for we have not feared and honored, nor 
loved and trusted Thee as we should have done. We have 
sinned against Thee and against our fellow-men. We have 
deserved Thy wrath and manifold punishments. With 
penitent hearts we bow beneath Thy chastening rod. We 
plead no righteousness of our own; only the perfect 
righteousness of Thy dear Son, our Savior. Through Him 
alone we come before Thee to supplicate Thy mercy. 
Cleanse us from all our sins by the blood of Thy Son, and 
for His sake continue to be gracious unto us. Create in us 
clean hearts, O God, arid renew a right spirit within us; 
cast us not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy 
Holy Spirit from us. Help us henceforth to glorify Thee in 
our bodies and in our spirits, which are Thine. Enable us 
to serve Thee and our fellow-men in love and good works. 
Cause us to work faithfully while it is day, before the 
night cometh when we can no more work. And at the end 
of our day take us through a blessed death to Thy service 
in heaven above.  

To Thy fatherly heart we commend the sick and 
wounded, the sorrowing and suffering, the poor and 
needy, the widows and orphans. Comfort them all, as only 
Thou canst do, with the consolation of Thy Gospel of 
grace. We pray Thee to be with our boys in the Army and 
Navy, and to keep them from harm of soul as well as of 
body. Give to each the courage and the comfort he needs, 
and may none die without Thy saving grace in Christ 
Jesus. Bless, we pray Thee, our President, and guide him 
and his counselors, that they may know and gladly follow 
Thy will. Grant that our nation and other nations may turn 
to Thee with due repentance and seek peace with Thee, 
that Thou mayest then restore a war stricken world. 

We thank and praise Thee for all Thy favors of the 
past; and we pray Thee to go with us into the new week 
(the day’s work), so that we may praise Thee not only 
with our lips, but in our lives. Hear us, and bless us for 
Jesus’ sake, Amen. 
 
 
 



 
 

It is hard to live with the restrictions imposed upon 
us because of the virus; however, our life is still 

pretty good! We may not be going out much, but for 
the most part, we still have contact with our family 
and friends. Technology of many types enables us 
to connect to Ascension services and the Christian 

community for prayer and encouragement. By radio 
and TV broadcasts, we still have access to what is 

going on in our world. Some of us even have 
entertainment of all types – right in the palm of our 

hand! Signs of Spring are everywhere, bringing 
better weather and lifting our spirits. We have 

recently celebrated Easter. Our dearest friend, Jesus, 
is with us always and will never leave us.  Let us 

continue to count our many blessings until we can 
meet together again! 

 
Our total Mite Box contributions to date are $661. 

In spite of the challenges presented by the 
Coronavirus, the Mid-South District is very close to 
reaching the $85,000 goal for funding the Grants for 
the Biennium that will end this June. Many people 
are being touched with the love of Jesus through 

your Mites contributions! Thanks to everyone who 
has been saving and contributing MITES! 

 
As Lutheran Women In Mission, let’s continue to 
do what we do best – serving others. Who around 
you might need a little help running an errand, or 

perhaps a cheery phone call to check on them? 
 

“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.  
And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave 

himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 
God.” —Ephesians 5:1-2 

 
—Linda Kubitz, LWML Treasurer 

 

Stewardship 
 
 As a congregation, we at Ascension have always 
made plans for the future. We now plan to “burn the 
mortgage” as soon as possible—with your help!  
Some of us can reminisce how we carried out plans 
with fund raising while building the fellowship hall, 
remodeling all Sunday School classrooms and the 
sanctuary. Some of the themes were: “Building 
Because We Care,” “Renewing Our Mission,” etc. 
Those were the good ole days. The challenge at this 
time was to donate $7,800 toward debt reduction. 
Whether or not you made a pledge toward this fund, 
we still need your help. We have not yet arrived at 
our goal. Please make your donation this month, if at 
all possible. We are supporting Ascension because 
we see the impact it has on the people. Matthew 6:21 
says, “For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.” There is the ultimate word on 
stewardship: your heart goes where you put the 
treasure which God has given you to manage in this 
life.  —Ora Mae Golter 
 

Please mail your financial offerings to: 
Ascension Lutheran Church 

610 W Old Hickory Blvd, Madison TN 37115 
 
 

Funding drive updates 
 
Our mortgage debt reduction drive at the end of last 

year received pledges totaling $5,950; to-date we 
have received $6,200. 

 
As of April 24, the fellowship hall sound system is 

completely funded at $2,350. 
 

Many, many thanks to all who prayed for and 
generously provided for these efforts! If you would 

like to help meet our mortgage reduction goal of 
$7,800 by the end of May, please write “mortgage” 

as a memo on your donation. 
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A Little Luther 
 
 “We should, then, 
learn from this psalm 
not to despise God’s 
Word. We should 
hear and learn it, love 
and respect it, and 
join the little flock in 
which we find it, and, on the other hand, 
flee and avoid those that revile and 
persecute it. Wherever this blessed light 
does not shine, there neither happiness 
nor salvation can be found, neither 
strength nor comfort of body or soul, but 
only dissension, fear, and terror, 
especially when sorrow, anxiety, and 
bitter death threaten. …This ought to 
warn and move us not to consider 
anything on this earth greater and more 
precious than the blessing of being able 
to have the dear blessed Word and to be 
at a place where it may be preached and 
confessed freely and publicly. As often, 
therefore, as the Christian who belongs to 
a church in which God’s Word is taught 
enters this church, he should think of this 
psalm. With the prophet he should thank 
God with a happy heart for His ineffable 
grace in placing him, as His sheep, into a 
pleasant green meadow, where there is an 
abundance of precious grass and fresh 
water—that is, for being enabled to be at 
a place where he can hear God’s Word, 
learn it, and draw from it rich comfort for 
both body and soul.”  (Psalm 23, 1536; 
AE 12:149) 

School Update 

 
 As announced before service on March 15, I share with 
you all what I believe is exciting news: the head of The 
Edison School (http://www.theedisonschool.com/) inquired 
with me whether our facility was still available for the 2020-
21 school year.  It was in late 2017 that we began exploring 
the opportunity to lease our school areas.  In spring of 2018, 
our newly drawn site plans were approved by the TN State 
Fire Department.  However, a difference of vision between 
the Edison School board and the head of school precluded 
our moving forward together.  Over the course of the 
following year, we explored two other possibilities—one 
with the previous Edison head of school and another with 
Illuminate Academy—both of which never materialized.  In 
spring of 2019, the new Edison head of school, Jon Wilson, 
inquired of leasing our facility.  At one juncture, it came 
down to two sites: Ascension Lutheran or a church in 
Hendersonville.  But Jon later informed me that the school 
board voted against moving out of Sumner County.  I’m not 
sure what has transpired since then, but Jon reached out to 
me and noted that the Edison School has a new board willing 
to explore sites outside of Sumner County.  I hope to meet 
with him and some of the new school board members after 
Easter, when I can ascertain what led to the change.  With all 
of this in mind, church council held an online meeting last 
night and approved updating and testing our current fire 
alarm system up to a cost of $1,500—with our site plans still 
approved, ensuring a viable fire alarm system is the next step 
of confidence for a potential lessee to sign a lease contract. 
 Council also strongly suggested appointment of a school 
liaison (or two) moving forward.  This is, in fact, the furthest 
we have ventured in the process, and we need a volunteer to 
facilitate wherever necessary.  If you would like to put your 
name in the hat, please let myself and/or President Mark 
LaLumondier know ASAP, as we have only four months 
until the next school year begins.  I’m a default point of 
contact by virtue of being at the church each weekday, but 
we need someone who can pursue more loose ends.  I 
unfortunately cannot provide a description of what this 
would entail—I think we will all be learning along the way.  
I remind you that such an opportunity is a hope that has not 
been extinguished by the Voter’s Assembly.  It is an 
opportunity to minister to families in desperate need, as the 
school’s we have engaged serve children with autism and 
other learning differences.  From a financial standpoint, we 
have never viewed this endeavor as primarily income-
driven, and we also never intend to subsidize a school.  
Again, please let me and/or Mark know if you might 
volunteer in this capacity as school liaison. 
 —Pastor Greg



Hello Friends, 
I hope this email finds 

you safe and well.  The last 
several weeks have been 
challenging for everyone to 
say the least.  Christian 
Cooperative Ministry has been working extremely hard 
to help members of our community during this difficult 
time.  We have seen an increase in those needing food 
as well as sack lunches.  It has been challenging just trying 
to keep the shelves stocked as the need changes and 
increases daily.  There have been times that we have had 
to have 2 truck deliveries in one day just to keep up with 
the demand.  Second Harvest Food Bank has 15 
Emergency Food Banks throughout the area.  Due to the 
current situation only 5 of us have not closed or limited 
our hours of operation.  Through it all we kept the staff 
and volunteers safe and healthy-adhering to very strict 
protocols. 

Unfortunately, since parishes have been closed for 
some time, many are experiencing a decrease in their 
offerings which results in CCM seeing a decrease in our 
donations.  That is why we need your help more than 
ever as we participate in the Big Payback again this year.  
We have never needed your help like we do now.  The 
Big Payback is a 24-hour period of on-line giving for all 
local non-profits.  It will take place starting at 6pm on 
Wednesday May 6 and conclude 6pm on Thursday May 
7.  You can find out more info by going to 
www.TheBigPayback.org.  During the 24-hour period we 
will be posting to our Facebook the story of “A day in the 
life of CCM.”  You will be able to see what we do daily to 
serve our community.  Please share our posts to your 
Facebook, your friends and in any correspondence with 
your parishioners. 

Christian Cooperative Ministry has been here and 
will continue to be here for our community in need.   
Now Christian Cooperative Ministry needs help from our 
community.  Together we can take care of each other.  
Thank you for your support and please stay safe and 
healthy.  
 
Joy Beach, Executive Director 
Christian Cooperative Ministry 
(615) 868-6865 
www.helpmadison.org 

What is essential? Wow 
folks. It is amazing how much the 
world has changed in one 
month. When I wrote the last 
donor letter it was the day after 
a fun-filled, festive celebration of 
the work of Hope Clinic. Within 

these 30 days we witnessed a tornado crashing through our 
community, the outpouring of help reminding us why we are 
the Volunteer State and quarantining from the unseen but 
powerful virus sweeping our land. 

There are many versions of what social distancing looks 
like right now. Some of you may still be working full time while 
you are now navigating home-schooling and trying to find the 
mental capacity to do it all. Some of you may be un-employed 
or unable to work at all (thus bringing in no income) and 
dealing with that stress on top of trying to find projects around 
the home to help fill the time and space. Others of you may be 
like me: single and feeling horribly isolated. I realized I have 
not touched a human in 24 days. Not a hug. Not a handshake. 
Not a pat on the back. No matter what, let’s assume it’s hard. 

As we have been posting on social media, Hope Clinic is 
STILL open. Onsite we are providing essential care: Pregnancy 
tests, options counseling, ultrasounds, and curbside pick-up of 
maternity/baby items. Thankfully due to planning from 3 years 
ago and a large donor match campaign last summer our staff 
had already been fitted with laptop computers, subscriptions 
to online platforms and education tools so nearly all of our 
other services quickly moved online: pregnancy classes / 
mentoring / counseling / case management, prevention 
education, and professional counseling (post abortion, 
pregnancy loss, postpartum depression and related issues). I 
am also beyond grateful for the three medical doctors on our 
Board ensuring we are providing safe care for staff and clients. 
I am grateful for an incredible staff that moved swiftly to adjust 
to the ever-changing landscape, and I am grateful that many of 
you, who are able, are still supporting Hope Clinic. We are all 
in this together. 

As you and I and the rest of the world wrestle: what is 
essential; I pray we cling to the things that matter most and let 
go of the things that don’t really matter. I pray that we are still 
looking to the One who can provide more protection and 
peace of mind than any product we buy (please know I still 
encourage following all safety measures). Thank you so much 
for being a part of this special ministry. I am praying for a 
mighty hedge of protection over this ministry and all of us 
connected to it in some way. 
 
Shalom, 
Renée Rizzo, President/CEO 
 



Below is a March 2020 communication concerning 
the special education school that we sponsor in Haiti: 

 
Dear Members of Ascension, 
 

When Jesus was asked which commandment was the greatest, he replied, “You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is 
like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 22:37-39). In today’s global marketplace, it’s easier than ever 
to understand that our neighbor may live next door to us, or may live half-way around the world. The real point Jesus was 
trying to make was that the love of God within us should be shared with every person in the world. If we’re unsure what 
that looks like, we need look no further than 1 John 3:17-18, “If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or 
sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? Dear children, let us not love with 
words or speech but with actions and in truth.” 

As a school sponsor, you are fulfilling the words of Jesus in a way that brings Him glory and enables the children 
of Haiti to witness God’s love in action. The meal received each day at school is a reminder to the children that they are 
loved and have not been forgotten. It gives them the fuel to persevere and stay in school; it gives them the ears to hear the 
Truth from their teachers and pastors; it gives them hope for a better future. Without you, thousands of meals could not be 
served. You are a tremendous blessing and we want to say THANK YOU! At Trinity HOPE we are humbled to see what 
God is accomplishing through His ministry and are honored to partner with you in the work we do. 

Enclosed you will find a special school correspondence packet the children of Haiti created especially for you. We 
hope you enjoy it and have the opportunity to share it with others. Thank you again for your continued support and may 
God continue to bless all you do. 

 
Serving Christ Together – Keith Logan 
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If you’re unable to serve, please find a replacement. 

Coffee Half-hour 
May 3: n/a 
May 10: n/a 
May 17: Sandy Bradley 
May 24: Memorial Day weekend 
May 31: Trisha LaLumondier 
 

 

The Organist 
May 3: Minae Hayashi 

May 10: Cindy Dougherty 
May 17: Dennis Anderson 
May 24: Cindy Dougherty 

May 31: Minae Hayashi 
 
 
 
May 3: n/a 
May 10: n/a 
May 17: Minae Hayashi 
May 24: Cherri Walker 
May 31: ??? (summer schedule TBD; please let Pastor  

know if you are willing to serve in this capacity) 

May 3 May 10 May 17 May 24 May 31
Lector Pastor Greg Pastor Greg Linda Fritz Pastor Greg Pastor Greg
Acolyte n/a n/a Foster Gerson Michael Patterson TBD
Elder n/a n/a Dennis Fritz Dennis Fritz Dennis Fritz

Ushers n/a n/a Dave Brown & 
Dennis Fritz

Dave Brown & 
Dennis Fritz

Dave Brown & 
Dennis Fritz

Cantor n/a n/a Tim Hanusa N/A Tim Hanusa

Altar 
Guild n/a n/a

Joan Johnson & 
Linda Fritz & Isabella 

Gerson

Joan Johnson & 
Linda Fritz

Joan Johnson & 
Linda Fritz
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Birthdays 
May 3: Eric Blittle 
May 7: Shannon Rose 
May 11: Diane Kelly 
May 13: Silas Johnson 
May 14: Toby Conner 
May 14: Jamie Fuller 
May 18: Sandy Bradley 
May 18: John Wright 
May 19: Connie Anderson 
May 19: Ben Conner 
May 21: Joshua Hancock 
May 23: Danny Johnson 
May 26: Erin Langston 
May 27: Derek Kendall 
May 29: Angel Foster 

Anniversaries 
May 13: Robert & Amy Conner 
May 31: Jason & Sophia Mai 
 

 
 
 

 

Baptismal Birthdays 
 
May 1: Linda Fritz 
May 10: Susan Hanley 
May 10: Carolyne Willis 
May 11: Sara Blittle 
May 11: Chris Fritz 
May 11: Caleb Oehlkers 
May 13: Sara Hancock 
May 18: Zach LaLumondier 
May 20: Ora Mae Golter 
May 22: Kiari Houston 
May 23: Trisha LaLumondier 
May 24: Cora Houston 
May 25: Shannon Rose 
 

If a celebration is incorrect or missing, please call (615-868-2346) or email 
(office@ascensionmadison.com) the church office so our records can be updated.  Thanks! 
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May 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
3 
 
9:00 Worship w/ 
the Lord’s Supper 
 
10:30 Worship w/ 
the Lord’s Supper 
 
 
 
 
 

4 5 6 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 9 
 

10 
 
9:00 Worship 
 
10:30 Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 12 13 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
 

16 
 
10:00 LWML 
 

17 
 
9:00 Sunday 
school 
 
10:30 Worship w/ 
the Lord’s Supper 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 
 
 

21 
 
10:30 Bible study 
 
7:00 Narcotics 
Anonymous 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 
9:00 Sunday 
school 
 
10:30 Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 
10:30 Bible study 
 
7:00 Narcotics 
Anonymous 
 
 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
 
9:00 Sunday 
school 
 
10:30 Worship w/ 
the Lord’s Supper  
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The mission of Ascension 
Evangelical Lutheran Church is to 
connect people to the one true 
God—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit—so that they may come to 
know and believe they are saved for 
eternal life by grace alone, through 
faith alone, in Christ alone. 

 
Rev. Greg Bauch, Pastor 
610 W Old Hickory Blvd, Madison TN 37115 
 
Church Office: (615) 868-2346 
Office email: office@ascensionmadison.com 
Pastor Greg: (904) 553-7066 
Pastor’s email: pastorgregbauch@gmail.com 
website: www.ascensionmadison.com 
 
Sunday School & Bible Study at 9:00am 
Coffee Half-hour at 10:00am 
Worship at 10:30am 
 
 
 

Please email newsletter submissions to office@ascensionmadison.com one week 
before the 1st of the month. 

 
Please email all weekly bulletin announcements for the upcoming Sunday to 

office@ascensionmadison.com by Wednesday. 


